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“You are really doing a great job. | wish you good luck in this and also patience. I think that your team will
become a good example for us and many other young people and organisations. Thank you!” (Participant in
‘Building Peace Skills’ Training Seminar 2007)

“...peace has many faces and stages, even basic peace. It is important to live together. Peace is not only
the absence of war, but much more, there has to be engagement for peace”. (EU Commissioner Jan Figel)




Contents

Acknowledgements

About UNOY Peacebuilders
Message from the Chairperson
Functions

Achievements

Overview of main activities 2007

o gk~ w NP

Network Development

6.1 Organisational and Network Structures

6.2 Restructuring
6.3 Communication
6.4 Policies
6.5 General activities
7. Regional Capacity-Building
7.1 African Regional Network
7.2 Asian Regional Network
7.3 European Regional Network
7.4 Latin American Regional Network
8. Advocacy
8.1 Introduction
8.2 Activities
8.3 Advocacy Training
8.4 Advocacy Visits and Forums
8.5 Good Practices Publication
8.6 Conclusions and Future Plans
9. Team Members in 2007
10. Finances
11. UNOY Peacebuilders Board
12. Conclusions
Support us!
Published by the United Network of Young Peacebuilders
February 2007, The Hague, the Netherlands
United Network of Young Peacebuilders
Javastraat 58, 2585 AR The Hague
The Netherlands

Tel: +31 70 364 7799
Fax: +31 70 3622633

E-mail: info@unoy.org
WWWw.unoy.org

UNOY Peacebuilders Annual Report 2007

17-21
21-24
24-28
28-30
31

31-33
34
34-35
36
37
38-40
41
41
42




Acknowledgements

UNOY Peacebuilders would like to express sincere gratitude to all those who made our work possible
this past year, without whom we would not have been able to continue making our mark for peace
and the transformation of conflict.

First of all, we would like to thank our sponsors of the activities we have organised in 2007: Oxfam
Novib; Plan Netherlands; The Council of Europe; PSO Capacity Building; Haella Foundation; IONA
Foundation; The Institute of Social Studies, The Hague; Prins Claus Fund; NCDO (National
Commission for Development Cooperation); Cordaid; Fundacion Cultura de Paz; Alert Foundation;
Nationale Jeugdraad; and The Municipality of The Hague.

Secondly, we would like to thank all of our member organisations and action partners for their active
participation and readiness to share their time, energy, experience and knowledge, and without whom
the global network would not be a success. We would also like to thank our affiliates in each region,
as well as those who have participated in our various events as trainers and facilitators for their hard
work and efforts in 2007.

Finally, a special thank you must be extended to the Board of UNOY Peacebuilders and 2007 team
members, interns and volunteers who have each contributed individually and as a team to make 2007
the success that it was.

The UNQOY Peacebuilders Team

@

*a
Gemeente Den Haag COUNCIL  COMSEIL
~§~{( p‘cﬂ OF EUROPE _ DE LEUROPE

copocitahiscapouw in
entwikkciingsionaen

SBUg

o !
| Cordaid k} | /f’ " o Alﬁﬂimn- @

ov"o

UNOY Peacebuilders Annual Report 2007 2




1. About UNQY Peacebhuilders

The United Network of Young Peacebuilders (UNOY Peacebuilders) is a
global network of young people and youth organisations active in the field
of peacebuilding and conflict transformation.

UNOY Peacebuilders is a non-political, non-religious, non-governmental
organisation that welcomes youth peace initiatives, organisations, and
young peacebuilders regardless of gender, ethnicity, social class, religion,
or any other distinction.

Since its inception in 1989, the United Network of Young Peacebuilders
has organised a series of international work group meetings, and local/national/regional/global
conferences /training seminars. Taking part in UNOY events, some participants decided to create
their own local and regional organisations initiating peacebuilding projects in different parts of the
world. UNOY Peacebuilders has been actively campaigning for promoting the UN declared
International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence (2001-2010) and is promoting the
values and principles gathered in the Earth Charter, as a guiding ethical framework for action. The
team has presented the results of the Mid-term Report on the Culture of Peace to different organs of
the United Nations in New York and advocated for the creation of a Global Youth Fund and
Programme for a Culture of Peace. Additionally, the team is raising awareness amongst youth on the
UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence Against Children.

Mission

To link up young peoples’ initiatives for peace in a global network of young peacebuilders, to help
empower their capacities and to help increase the effectiveness of their actions.

Vision

Youth committed to building together a world in which peace, justice, solidarity, human dignity and
respect for nature prevail.
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2. Message from the Chairperson

2007 has been a very special year for UNOY Peacebuilders. The most remarkable development was
the implementation of the restructuring process - a very positive and necessary development to make
the network more efficient and structured. As a result the United Network of Young Peacebuilders
consists of 13 African members, 7 Asian, 5 Latin American and 9 European member organisations
and a large number of affiliates. The restructuring has so far led to stronger connections and
cooperation between the member organisations and to a number of new activities. It is very good to
see how the interaction between the International Secretariat and the members has grown. The
restructuring also resulted in a new UNOY Peacebuilders body: the International Steering Group.
Representatives of member organisations became members of this Group and developed the
thematic focus of UNOY Peacebuilders. This is a good example of how youth leadership can lead to
major outcomes. Also the board is gone though a renewal. | would like to thank all members of the
board that have given their time and wisdom to the organisation in the past few years. | wish the
coming new board good luck and fun in supporting such a wonderful organisation like UNOY
Peacebuilders.

Apart from the intensive restructuring process, the ongoing activities of UNOY Peacebuilders have
been a great success. The Dutch and European trainings activated youth with different backgrounds
to work together and to be active contributors to their own youth organisations and to the work of the
network. Besides that, new friendships and mutual understanding and dialogue have been
established, which can be an inspiration for all of us.

The celebration of the International Day for Peace and Non-Violence by several of our members
worldwide was an inspiring event. In The Hague, numerous of hand paintings became a strong
symbol of people joining hands for peace and against violence. Additionally, the yearly African
Students Conference gathered (African) youth from all over The Netherlands. The conference gave
young people the opportunity to raise their voices on post-conflict reconciliation and reconstruction
from an African perspective.

Finally, the advocacy team has been very active. The members of the team worked on a further
standardisation of advocacy tools, the campaign for Violence Against Children and Youth and talked
with different Dutch MPs and prominent EU representatives, including the EU Commissioner of
Education, Training, Culture and Youth, Mr. Jan Figel. In this way, UNOY Peacebuilders’ work
becomes more visible on various agendas.

In sum, 2007 has been a very challenging and dynamic year, with great achievements. This would
not have been possible if YOU were not so committed to take big responsibilities in the field of peace
and to join hands with people from all over the world. Let’'s keep our hands together and move
forwards! A big thank you to you all: the member organisations and affiliates, the team in the
International Secretariat, volunteers, the board, the ISG, advisers, friends, donors and supporters of
UNOY Peacebuilders.

Liesbeth-Marije Hoogland
Interim Chairperson UNOY Peacebuilders
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3. Functions

WHAT UNOY PEACEBUILDERS DOES:
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CAPACITY-BUILDING:

Capacity-building activities enhance the ability of youth and youth organisations to engage
meaningfully in peacebuilding efforts in their communities on a local, regional and/or global level.
UNOY Peacebuilders organises regional trainings in cooperation with our members and partners, and
local training seminars in the Netherlands, and promotes and facilitates the sharing of knowledge and
experiences within the network and mainly among its members.

ADVOCACY:

Advocacy aims to promote the role of youth in peacebuilding. Since 1993 UNOY Peacebuilders
promotes the role of youth in fostering a Culture of Peace, presently in line with the UN Declaration
for the Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010).
Advocacy activities try to influence the agendas and programmes of governmental and inter-
governmental institutions such as the UN and the EU, and non-governmental organisations in relation
to the involvement of youth as protagonists and partners. Throughout 2007, led by the new
Coordinator, the Advocacy Team continued to:

Support the Culture of Peace program in the second half of the International Decade for a
Culture of Peace and Non-Violence (2005-2010);

Mainstream the concept of the Culture of Peace within the concept of peacebuilding, including
the activities of the Peacebuilding Commission;

Build on the efforts and actions of thousands of youth organisations implementing actions at
the local level, giving them visibility in global forums;

Promote the role of youth in peacebuilding; and

Promote the implementation of the recommendations of the UN study on Violence Against
Children through the Violence Against Children and Youth (VACY) Campaignl.

The Peace It Together Campaign, started 2003, continued to gather as many youth actions for peace
as possible carried out during the Decade.

SUPPORTING FUNCTIONS:

Networking

UNOY Peacebuilders aims to develop and strengthen its global network of
young peacebuilders, as well as the four regional networks within this
broader structure, all the time fostering communication and sharing of

1 For more information on the VACY campaign see chapter 8 ‘Advocacy’
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experiences. UNOY Peacebuilders also participates in other networks to promote the role of youth in
peacebuilding and the work of the UNOY Peacebuilders members, as well as to join efforts with the
broader peacebuilding and social change community.

Sharing of information

UNOY Peacebuilders facilitates access to relevant information for members and young people active
in and/or interested in peacebuilding and conflict transformation. Provided information is mainly about
inspiring examples, good practices, training, exchange and funding opportunities, up-dates on
activities and developments in the field of youth work and peacebuilding.

Advice and support through a pool of resource perso ns

Upon request, resource persons advise and assist members, affiliates to the network, and the
secretariat in the implementation of projects. This tool is currently being developed further to make
maximum use of the vast wealth of expertise throughout the global network both for members and the
international secretariat.

Research

Research projects are planned to support and provide a base for improvement for all activities of
UNOY Peacebuilders. The main focus of research examines the role of youth in peacebuilding by
searching appropriate tools for evaluation and assessment of the impact of youth peace actions and
the different methodologies.

Fundraising
This supporting measure is undertaken to make possible proposed activities and the running of the
office in The Hague.

Administrative support

UNOY Peacebuilders supports the work of the network through database maintenance (list of
resource persons, funds, contact details etc.), drafting of proposals, descriptive and financial reports,
financial administration, and ensuring the flow of information.

THEMATIC FOCUS OF THE NETWORK:

UNOY Peacebuilders, its partners and members in the network are working on the following main
themes, all especially related to youth involvement:

Conflict Resolution, Conflict Transformation, and Mediation

Reconciliation

Intercultural, Interfaith, and Interethnic Dialogue

Good Governance and Democratic Participation

Gender Mainstreaming

Peace Education

Youth Advocacy and Youth Involvement

Human Rights
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4. Achievements

Since 1989, UNOY Peacebuilders has directly reached many young people and youth organisations
from all continents through training, awareness-raising activities and advocacy projects. More
specifically, more than 800 young people participated in training seminars and over 1400 in
N JT | 1 m conferences.
|

In 2000, UNOY Peacebuilders organised various actions in
support of the UN International Year for a Culture of Peace
and was acknowledged by UNESCO as Messenger of the
Manifesto 2000.

In 2003 UNOY Peacebuilders’ work in Africa was one of the
29 examples selected by the Bremen Peace Award of the
Threshold Foundation for exemplary commitment to Justice,
Peace and Integrity of Creation.

Since 2004, UNOY Peacebuilders has influenced changes in UN Resolutions in the context of the
Programme on a Culture of Peace. We have also started research activities and edited resources and
publications. Since its inception more than 100 volunteers and interns together have implemented our
work in the secretariat, and countless in member organisations. In 2005, UNOY Peacebuilders moved
to The Hague, upon the invitation of the Municipality of The Hague within the framework of “The
Hague, the International City of Peace and Justice”. In 2006 the first phases of a participatory process
of institutional development to improve the network structure and governance were put in place.

Finally, in 2007 the restructuring process of UNOY Peacebuilders was implemented, which affected

both the structure of our organisation, as well as the way we function. More information on the
restructuring process can be found later.
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5. Overview of main activities 2007

Following on from the developments begun in 2006, this last year saw the further implementation of a
fundamental restructuring process of UNOY Peacebuilders, alongside the vast number of capacity-
building, advocacy, and other activities seen in previous years.

Some of the main activities in the UNOY Peacebuilders network can be seen below:
Violence Against Children and Youth (VACY) Campaign

@

Plan

Youth Advocacy for a Culture of Peace: A Reflective Guide for Action in Europe (Advocacy
Good Practices Publication)

@ Oxfam Novib

Netherlands ‘Building Peace Skills’ Training Semina r, April 2007

>
@ €) Oxfam Novib I8 ;
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Plan

European ‘Building Peace Skills’ Training Seminar, May 2007

3
@ @ Oxfam Novib

Plan

21 September 2007 International Day of Peace celebr ations, ‘Stop Violence Against Children’

Plan
African Students’ Conference, November 2007

ownn CHSS

Institute of Social Studies

‘Geweld dient tot Niets’ Youth Philosophy Workshop and Concert in The Hague, 29 November
2007

@ 151

Plan

UNOY Peacebuilders Annual Report 2007 8




6. Network Development

In the process of further professionalization and the response to a deep need felt by staff and members
for a clearer distribution of roles, better accountability systems, more ownership and responsibility from
members and developing the long-term strategic plan, as well as financial and
human resource constraints, the Network Capacity Development Project
(NCDP) 2006 was designed, funded by PSOz2. The objectives were to address
the above issues through identifying specific needs of members, analysing the
network structure, and producing a concrete proposal for an improved network structure, management
system, style and organisational culture. The broader goal of the project was to strengthen the coordination
among youth organisations working for peace and conflict transformation, so as to synergise their initiatives
and increase their impact. Following a lengthy and in-depth research process several fundamental
institutional developments were proposed.

These institutional developments have ultimately been implemented in 2007 as part of the ‘restructuring’
process of UNOY Peacebuilders. Though initially on a pilot basis, with a review planned later this year
(2008), the main aspects covered by this restructuring are the transition from a broad loose network in
favour of the selection of a limited number of active members; clarifications in the division between member
organisations and affiliates, the two calls for membership, the introduction of ‘peacetokens’, and the new role
of the International Steering Group (ISG).

In addition to, and alongside, the restructuring process the UNOY Peacebuilders global network also
continued to develop in some other important ways through the course of 2007. Though not specifically part
of the formal restructuring, these improvements to the communication within the network, development of
policies and various supplementary network activities have all contributed to the network’s expansion, and
the ability of UNOY Peacebuilders to maintain its mission of linking young peoples’ initiatives and
empowering their capacities. These improvements will be elaborated on in the paragraphs below, following
details of the structure of UNOY Peacebuilders and the restructuring process.

6.1 Organisational and Network Structures

International Secretariat

Composed largely of a steadily growing number of unpaid interns and
volunteers from a diverse range of backgrounds, the main function of the
International Secretariat in 2007 was to coordinate and implement the
activities of the network and provide administrative support in cooperation
with members and in consultation with the International Steering Group
(ISG): and the board. In addition to the International Coordinator and the
Projects and Communications Coordinator, a new Advocacy Coordinator
joined the paid management team of interns at UNOY Peacebuilders in
2007.

2 PSO is a Netherlands-based organisation that aims to contribute to the structural alleviation of poverty throughout the world by
strengthening the capacity of civil society organisations in developing countries. PSO achieves this by supporting Dutch organisations and
their partners in developing countries. It does so by funding these activities and helping the local organisation to extend its knowledge and
strengthen its capacity (taken from PSO website www.pso.nl).

3 For more information on the ISG see sub-chapter 6.2 ‘Restructuring’
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Board

There have also been changes over the year in the composition of the board, which is the legal body
that is the foundation of our organisation, registered in the Netherlands. Several changes have been
made to those sitting on the board. The Board made a major contribution towards supporting the
organisation in its efforts to professionalise, supervise and fundraise. Members of the board were also
assisting the International Secretariat in proofreading, bookkeeping, helping organise conferences, in
addition to providing training and advice. It was appointed in 2005 for a period of 2 years and
completed its term in 2007. An Interim Board was created, which set up a Working Group for the
further restructuring of the Board, developing amongst others, new criteria for a more open selection
of Board members, and forming a Selection Committee towards this end. The Working Group is
developing a provisional Operational Manual, which will serve as guidelines for the new Board and
which is based on UNOY meetings, the outcomes of the PSO research, interviews, questionnaires
and other lessons learned. In May 2008, the Interim Board will have completed its work and the new
Board will be installed, composed of at least 2/3 of youth below 35 years of age. Members are
selected according to age, gender and geographic representation, qualifications and experience in
the field of peacebuilding, institutional development and financial management, past involvement in
UNOY Peacebuilders activities and last but not least, time availability, commitment and idealism
towards the goals of the UNOY Peacebuilders. The board mainly functions by approving the overall
plans and budget of UNOY Peacebuilders, overseeing financial and administrative decisions,
reviewing documents, as well as supporting and monitoring the work of the IS.

6.2 Restructuring

Members & Affiliates

A fundamental and exciting change brought about in 2007 and as a result of the restructuring process
has been the development of the global network of UNOY Peacebuilders. A network by definition is
loosely structured, with the present organisational structure designed to reflect the history, needs,
resources and activities of UNOY Peacebuilders, whilst developing and coordinating the work of an
international mix of young peacebuilders.

The restructuring process was therefore an opportunity for UNOY Peacebuilders to more clearly
define the status of its vast array of contacts within the network. It had become necessary to do so in
order to clarify the various relationships, priorities and responsibilities that we owed to both youth
organisations and individual young peacebuilders, as well as the commitments they owed in return.
Furthermore, as a result of these changes, 2007 marked the opening of two separate calls for
membership in the spring and autumn for youth organisations active in the field of peacebuilding,
conflict transformation, human rights, and/or youth work to apply for formal membership to the
network.

MEMBERS:

Members are youth-led peace organisations, groups or youth-led groups within adult peacebuilding
organisations, able to work in English, and selected on the basis of their thematic orientation,
activities, experiences, interests and geographical balance to become part of our global network.
They must have the capacity to participate in and benefit from the work of UNOY Peacebuilders, and
are obliged to pay an annual membership fee in ‘peacetokens’. Membership lasts for one year, with
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renewal of that membership automatically considered, unless the organisation communicates that
they do not want to continue being part of the network or they did not fulfil their commitments. New
applications for membership will be considered annually by the ISG following a ‘call for membership’.

The global network of UNOY Peacebuilders now goes into 2008 with
thirty-four youth organisations, each based in one of our regional
networks (Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America), which exist within the
global structure. The network is non-hierarchical and members are
independent organisations that are not branches of UNOY
Peacebuilders, since they retain their autonomous identity, goals and
strategies, but work together with each other to fulfil the mission of
UNOY Peacebuilders.

ACTION PARTNERS:

Action partners are those members that implement activities together with the international secretariat.
They are decided upon by the ISG and approved by the board, with the decision depending upon the
project proposal and considering the strategic yearplan. They become action partners for the duration of
the particular project that they proposed.

AFFILIATES:

Affiliates are organisations and/or individuals who support the mission and vision of UNOY
Peacebuilders, and work in related fields. The relationship with them is a much looser one than with
member organisations, with affiliates not selected via a process of application, but merely able to
sign-up to become an affiliate. They receive regular updates and information electronically from the
international secretariat, including the monthly newsletter, and often participate in the activities
organised by UNOY Peacebuilders.

International Steering Group (ISG)

The new International Steering Group has been an important
development to the institutional structure and decision-making
processes of UNOY Peacebuilders that has been established in
2007. It functions as the strategic decision-making body on
planning of activities, the thematic orientation of UNOY
Peacebuilders, selection of new members and deciding priorities,
and as a result of its composition, which includes representatives
from the international secretariat, the board and our member
organisations, is able to take into consideration the needs, concerns
and proposals of members and affiliates to the network. It is
composed of individuals, not organisations, and those individuals are expected to promote the work
of UNOY Peacebuilders as a whole, not just the particular member organisation from which they
come.

Following an open call for application to become part of the ISG, representatives have been selected
for periods of two years. The group had its inaugural meeting in October/November of 2007, during
which representatives from our member organisations met in The Hague and took decisions on the
organisations that would be accepted as new members, as well as issues such as the projects to be
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undertaken by UNOY Peacebuilders in conjunction with regional members, the organisation’s
thematic focus and policies in the network.

Peacetokens

In conjunction with the changes made to the procedure for new members to become part of the
network, we have also implemented ‘peacetokens’ as a way for members to actively contribute to the
network through an annual membership fee. This system requires members to make this contribution
for their membership either through money or services, with the latter being promoted through
contributions such as translations, country reports, consultations on projects, and many other
innovative methods. For example, members have contributed through collaboration on some of the
projects listed below, as well as dedicating time to drafting publications, or producing articles detailing
the problematic political conditions that they face in their particular country. Just like the ISG, the
peacetoken system is hence meant to increase the sense of ownership among the members and
encourages them to take a proactive role in the network and its development.

Call for Project Proposals

Another fresh initiative brought about through the restructuring process has been the introduction in
2007 of a call for project proposals, which will now run annually. This call for the submission of
detailed project proposals was issued and sent out to each member organisation, with each
submitted proposal then decided upon by the ISG. The purpose of this call was to invite members to
submit proposals that enhance the vision of UNOY Peacebuilders and develop the global network,
which would be supported through advice, fundraising, and the allocation of resources by the
International Secretariat. Overall, the intention is to strengthen the network and members’ capacities.

After consideration by the ISG, the following projects were accepted and will now form part of UNOY
Peacebuilders’ strategic plans for the coming months and years:

“Africa Great Lakes Youth Peacebuilding and Regional Integration Project”, jointly submitted
by Groupement de Promotion Intégrale (GPI) and Action des Jeunes pour le Développement
Communautaire et la Paix (ADECOP);

“Youth Training Seminars for Peacebuilding”, submitted by Somaliland Youth Development
Association (SOYDA);

“Latin American Building Peace, Organisational Capacities and Networking Skills Training
Seminar”, submitted by Dinamismo Juvenil A.C.

6.3 Communication

Website (www.unoy.org)

An important tool for UNOY Peacebuilders as well as our member
organisations is our continually updated website, which was further
developed throughout 2007. This tool provides a resource of
information and also exposure for our members available around the
world in an instant that UNOY Peacebuilders has attempted to exploit
with more frequency this year. The website now contains a vast
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amount of general background and introductory information about UNOY Peacebuilders, relevant
information about our activities and events, as well as devoting a page to each member organisation
in the network to describe their activities and major achievements. We have also begun processes for
updating the resources and documents that are available for viewing on the website.

Peace It Together Monthly Newsletter

Our monthly newsletter, the Peace It Together News, is another channel for
communication and exchange between our network members and also youth
organisations and partners in the field. It acts as a means for further publicity of
the work of our network in contributing to peacebuilding and conflict
transformation, and has steadily become further established in 2007, attracting
more submissions to the editor of interesting articles and updates. In line with
its growing importance and growing number of subscribers to whom it is
disseminated each month, UNOY Peacebuilders has improved the newsletter
by putting in place a common structure to be used each edition. Therefore the
following sections are reproduced every month:

“Campaign News” detailing the work of members

“Network News” highlighting important news from the international secretariat, upcoming
events, and activities organised by UNOY Peacebuilders

“Theme in Focus” that produces an article with ideas, materials, and opinions on themes
relevant to peacebuilding and conflict transformation

“Highlighted Resources” to bring people’s attention to resources, articles, and inspirational
materials

“Opportunities and Events” raising attention to events, grants, and training opportunities
worldwide

Another important addition to the newsletter in 2007 has been the “Member of the Month” section,
which highlights one member of the global network in particular in more detail. For each month UNOY
Peacebuilders identifies this one member organisation and therefore provides additional exposure to
their aims and activities. Interesting articles in this section in 2007 have been as diverse as work to
bring attention to the plight of the Palestinian people as a result of the Israeli-built separation wall, to
the promotion of the use of sport in Mexico to rehabilitate the lives of young people marked as
‘dangerous’. The exposure that these articles and organisations receive is further increased by the
availability of the newsletter each month on the UNOY Peacebuilders website, as well as a section on
the website set aside for reproducing the articles written by members when they are “Member of the
Month”.

E-Groups

In 2007, as in the previous year, UNOY Peacebuilders continued to
moderate various e-groups for public use, as well as using an internal
e-group for general communication and announcements within the
international secretariat office in The Hague. Throughout the year the
Africa-orientated e-group, ‘africapeacenet’, also continued to flourish
and now provides a daily supply of comments, debate and discussion
on key issues. A clear example of the popularity of this forum was
demonstrated by the fierce debate surrounding the AU-EU Youth
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Summit in Lisbon that was observed on the e-group.

Taking lead from the success of the African e-group, in the early part of 2007 UNOY Peacebuilders
created a European e-group, and then towards the end of the year an e-group for both Asia and Latin
America. These e-groups are intended to facilitate communication between members, affiliates and
other youth peacebuilders, and also act as a platform for the exchange of ideas and debate. Each e-
group is moderated by the network coordinators in the international secretariat, and has provided an
opportunity to both include affiliates to a greater extent in the work of UNOY Peacebuilders, and also
attract new young peacebuilding affiliates from around the world. In 2008 we intend to develop
strategies for ensuring that these groups are used more frequently, and also more effectively.

Forums

The UNOY Peacebuilders website in 2007 was also host to another initiative,

lead primarily by coordinators from the European Advocacy team, to introduce

online forum discussions to debate new topics every other week from the end of

May. Youth participants were invited to give their answers, opinions, and

personal experiences in response to the posted topics, which would then be

drawn together in a short conclusion by the advocacy team. The forums attracted
participation from youth from Armenia, Azerbaijan, France, Georgia, Germany, Macedonia, the
Netherlands, Poland, Serbia and Turkey, as well as active involvement of two people from Fiji and
Liberia. Many more people also visited the forum, with statistics showing that the entire forum
received more than 10,000 visits.

6.4 Policies

The ‘policies’ of UNOY Peacebuilders are those statements of principles, guiding actions, values or
courses of action, that imply clear commitment by our organisation, and towards which our present
and future decisions work. The recently-produced ‘policy paper’ can be used as a basic starting point
and summary of core shared understandings between the members when working together within the
UNOY Peacebuilders network.

In conjunction with the Advocacy and Management team at the International Secretariat, several
representatives from member organisations contributed to the development of the policy process
through forming a ‘Policy Team’ coordinated by UNOY Policy adviser, Celina Del Felice. This
included Alain Nzukou from Jeunesse et Vie, David Trujillo from Dinamismo Juvenil, Guelord Bahati
Mbaenda, ADECOP, Rashid Zuberu from Young Peace Brigades and finally Wilbert Vogel from
Service Civil International. The idea was to gain the input of a cross-section of member organisations
in developing the future thematic and policy focus of UNOY Peacebuilders, which would eventually be
agreed upon by the ISG. The team began by researching good policy theory and practices, and then,
through consultation with the network as a whole, wrote a draft paper. This draft was then
disseminated amongst all member organisations who were asked for their opinions. These opinions
were then discussed by the ISG, which produced several amendments to the policy paper to
incorporate the recommendations of the members. The final document is now completed and
contains the following definitions: Peacebuilding; Gender Mainstreaming; Capacity-Building;
Advocacy and Campaigning; and Youth and Intergenerational Cooperation.
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6.5 General Network Activities

Over the course of 2007 UNQOY Peacebuilders has contributed to and been involved with various
activities supportive to our network. Many of these activities are listed below:

B-The Change Youth Gathering, Maastricht, 20 Janua ry 2007

At this gathering in the early part of 2007, UNOY gave two, thirty-minute workshops on the topic,
“Different perceptions on the world: Different perceptions of Peace”. These were given during the
national day for youth in order to promote the ‘B the change you want to see’ campaign held by the
Netherlands Red Cross. During the workshops the thirty participants experienced through interactive
exercises that they could have a different perspective on the same object depending on the angle
from which you look at that particular object. This opened the floor for a discussion on differences in
perspectives on a topic depending on your personal background and experiences, and also how this
affects peacebuilding initiatives.

International Women’s Day for Peace and Disarmament , 24 May 2007

Together with the Women’s Peace Platform, UNOY Peacebuilders celebrated the International
Women’s Day for Peace and Disarmament in The Hague on 24 May 2007. The day was
commemorated with an afternoon event for twenty-five 15-year-old girls of mixed ethnic backgrounds
coming from The Hague. An information market informed the participants on the issue of addressing
violence in the home environment, but also modern art interactive video installations were built up
alongside the market. The main part of the afternoon was filled with an interactive theater program
where participants could alter the course of the play and prevent the oncoming of violence by
suggesting different tactics to address violent situations in home settings like violent parents,
boyfriends or strangers. The event was closed with a pop-DJ performance.

Africa Day, The Hague, 14 April 2007

Africa Day is one of the biggest Dutch events on development cooperation and Africa. UNOY
Peacebuilders, together with youth representatives of PLAN Netherlands and youth volunteers who

worked in Africa, gave a workshop to help youth

develop ideas on what they could do to make the
world a better place. The three youth lecturers each gave a short impression how they played their
part via going to Africa and volunteering, engaging in campaigning in Dutch schools, or, like UNOY
peacebuilders, by helping youth to stay in touch with each other and advocate for youth at the UN
and EU. The workshop concluded with brainstorming in small groups on what motivates youth to be
active for a better world and what first steps they could take.

YAP International Seminar, Integrating Refugees “Jo  urney of Peace”,
Mollina, Spain, 30 September — 7 October 2007

The Africa Desk Coordinator at UNOY Peacebuilders attended the 8" annual
University on Youth and Development held in Mollina, Spain. The seminar was
organised by Youth Action for Peace under the title “Journey of Peace — how to
integrate young refugees through volunteering” and involved 27 participants
representing youth organisations working with issues related to refugees, social
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inclusion, and volunteering. Participants learnt about the situation of refugees in Europe, heard
testimonials and experiences from other regions, and learnt about the impact of globalisation on
refugees. The University provided an opportunity to meet with other youth organisations active in
human rights and develop ideas for future activities. Representatives from our member organisations
SCAF (Belarus) and IPYL (Palestine) also participated in the event.

The Power of Youth for Peace, “Youth Speak, We List en” Conference,
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, 1-3 September 2007

UNOY Peacebuilders was one of the many youth organisations that attended the “Youth Speak, We
Listen” conference in Sharm El Sheikh in early September. The conference was initiated by the
Suzanne Mubarak Women for Peace Movement and hosted over 1000 youth from all parts of the
world. Representatives from our member organisation, Peacelinks (Sierra Leone) spoke during the
opening session of the conference stressing the importance of Peace in Africa. Our International
Coordinator was one of three panel members in the discussion series ‘Understanding Ourselves,
Appreciating the Other’ on the topic of the power of youth in promoting peace. Former participants of
our Youth Advocacy Team that visited the UN in New York to actively promote the International
Decade for a Culture of Peace also attended the conference.

9" Annual African Students’ Conference, “Post-Conflic t Reconstruction
and Reconciliation”, The Hague, 3 November 2007

UNOY Peacebuilders, together with The African Committee, organised the
2007 African Students’ Conference (ASC) under the theme: “Building Peace in
Africa: Post-conflict Reconstruction and Reconciliation”. The event was held at
the Institute of Social Studies (ISS) in The Hague, the Netherlands on 3
November 2007.

Since 1999, the ASC has been a flagship event for youth involved in peacebuilding in the
Netherlands, bringing together about 250 participants, comprising both African and Dutch students,
youth Diaspora and academics. UNOY Peacebuilders assumed responsibility for organising this
event in 2002 and it has become a core responsibility of UNOY Peacebuilders since this date. The
ASC aims to provide participants with new insights and information, as well as inspiration, to become
active stakeholders in reconstruction and reconciliation activities in their own societies. Participants
enjoy stimulating presentations from a wide variety of persons and organisations.

In 2007, notable speeches included Phakiso Mochochoko (Senior
Adviser at the ICC), speaking on the post-conflict role of the ICC, and
Dorothy Ndung'u (Nairobi Peace Initiative), advising on practical
steps towards reconciliation. During the afternoon session
participants engaged in workshops alongside experienced facilitators,
discussing important issues related to reconstruction and
reconciliation with the aim of developing concrete recommendations.
Emerging from the conference was a pledge to fight for the creation
of youth networks to harness the potential of youth in Africa.
Participants emphasised the critical role of UNOY Peacebuilders in promoting the essence of
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peacebuilding in Africa through its African regional network and in collaboration with its member
organisations. The conference reaffirmed the profound significance of the network’s goal in building
peace in Africa and addressing the social issues that have an effect on peacebuilding efforts. UNOY
Peacebuilders, in cooperation with its member organisations, will continue to introduce innovative
measures to foster peace in conflict areas and promote the genuine goal to spread the liberating
message of peace.
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7. Regional Capacity-Building

Capacity-building, as stated, is one of the primary tasks of UNOY Peacebuilders and fundamental to
our mission to link up youth initiatives in a global network to help empower their capacities and
increase the effectiveness of their actions. Within the global network of thirty-four member
organisations UNOY Peacebuilders coordinates the communication with these organisations
according to the region of the world that they originate from. At the International Secretariat desk
coordinators for Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America supervise the flow of information and sharing
of knowledge in their particular region and through close communication with each other aim to link
up youth peace initiatives both regionally and globally. Moreover, each desk coordinator and regional
network has operated in 2007 according to a set of objectives that were collectively directed to
improving the global network of UNOY Peacebuilders.

The overriding capacity-building objectives for 2007 were:

1. To implement the restructuring of the Global Network and strengthen it through linking up youth
peacebuilding organisations and leaders;

2. To facilitate dynamic and effective communication with members and affiliates;

3. To provide support to members and facilitate exchange of experience and practice to enhance the
effectiveness of their actions;

4. To improve the knowledge, skills, and capacities of youth peace organisations within the four regions
through trainings and sharing expertise;

5. To collaborate with members on joint projects and strengthen the capacity of members to collaborate
on joint projects with each other; and

6. To contribute to advocacy and the promotion of the role of youth in each region in peacebuilding.

Each of these objectives has been directed towards the mission of UNOY Peacebuilders, and our
vision for youth committed to building a world in which peace, justice, solidarity, human dignity and
respect for nature prevail, by linking up the initiatives of our member organisations from each region
in a global network.

In order to ensure that UNOY Peacebuilders provides targeted support to our member organisations,
each Regional Network within the global structure has also operated with its own specific objectives,
in addition to those listed here. What follows is an overview therefore of the main developments in
each region of the global network, its members, network activities related to the region as well as
conclusions and future plans.
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7.1 African Regional Network

Introduction

The Africa Desk Coordinator is responsible for coordinating and supporting

activities of the UNOY Peacebuilders network in the African region as well as
coordinating with the different desks at the Secretariat. Since the beginning of 2007 there have been
four interns in this position. The implementation of the restructuring process resulted in the selection
of thirteen full member organisations and several hundred affiliates from the African region in May
and November 2007. Current members include youth organisations in Benin, the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Somalia and South Africa, while
affiliates include individuals and organisations from all African countries as well as African Diaspora
and individuals interested in African youth involved in peacebuilding.

Members and affiliates have communicated with the Secretariat and each other through the
‘africapeacenet’ e-group and the members’ e-group where interesting discussions, opportunities,
statements and updates relating to peacebuilding in the African region were shared. Some of the
most notable discussions this year included a debate concerning the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) Youth Steering Committee Statement on the

AU-EU Youth Summit held in December in Lisbon, Portugal.

Members have also been actively involved in the monthly

newsletter, where they have contributed with articles and reports on their activities, and have also
contributed to the Peaceful Digest, a twice-monthly email containing information, updates, and
opportunities. In addition, so far, nine of the thirteen members have their own webpage linked to
UNOY Peacebuilders. Telephone calls were used to maintain contact with several African members
who were closely involved with organising the African training seminar, and to clarify communication
with other members. Since some members have difficulty connecting to the Internet, phone calls are
also preferred to maintain contact. Face-to-face meetings were also held with several representatives
from members through the ISG meeting, the VoiceOver Project, and a volunteer at the Secretariat.

Objectives

In addition to the overriding global network objectives, the African Regional goals for 2007 were:

1. To provide support to African members through knowledge, advice, and visibility, involve
them in campaigns and activities, and maintain close communication with the network.

2. To plan and develop a training seminar in Nairobi, Kenya to be held in 2008.
3. To start developing a long-term strategy for building peace capacities in the African region

and especially among our African members including the regional training in Kenya and
local follow-up projects.
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Member Organisations

In general, the African members are involved in a diverse range of issues including child soldiers,
ICT, education, vocational training, dialogue, democracy and peaceful elections, human rights,
gender and income generating activities. Most of the members are active in areas of conflict or post-
conflict including DRC, Kenya, Liberia, Sierra Leone, South Africa and Somaliland. Peacebuilding in
this region is understood as both the absence of visible forms of violence (especially in violent
contexts) as well as broader conceptions of peace, including socio-economic development,
education, health, and democracy. African members have strong and creative experiences in
conducting their activities including organising peace marches, sport competitions, drama and music
performances, and involving celebrities, radio and TV, and meeting with different levels of political,
non-governmental, religious and community leaders and groups to conduct advocacy.

Current African members are:
AYRO (African Youth Relief Organisation), Cotonou, Benin
ADECOP (Action des jeunes pour le Developpement Com  munautaire et la Paix), Goma, DRC
YPB (Young Peace Brigades), Accra, Ghana
KYF (Kenya Youth Foundation), Nairobi, Kenya
KYPPEDE (Kibera Youth Programme for Peace and Devel opment), Nairobi, Kenya
MOPAR (Movement for Peace and Reconciliation in Lib  eria), Liberia
ACPI (African Child Peace Initiative), Monrovia, Li  beria
Peacelinks, Freetown, Sierra Leone
YLSL (Young Leaders Sierra Leone), Freetown, Sierra  Leone
SOYDA (Somaliland Youth Development Association), H  argeisa, Somaliland
COPA (Coalition for Peace in Africa), Johannesburg, South Africa

Perex-C, Butembo, DRC

NB. More information on each of these members can be found on our website www.unoy.org ‘Global Network’, ‘African Region’.

Activities
The International Steering Group (ISG)

A call for participation in the International Steering Group was issued in the summer of 2007. After
careful selection of the applicants, one representative from African members was selected, Fred
Barlue from Africa Child Peace Initiative (ACPI). The ISG meeting in October/November 2007 also
provided the ISG member the opportunity to meet face-to-face with the African Desk Coordinator,
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staff and interns from the International Secretariat and other ISG members to learn about the different
regions and discuss current and future directions of UNOY Peacebuilders. Fred’s visit also coincided
with the annual African Students’ Conference organised by UNOY, so he was able to participate and
experience this important event.

Policy Team 2007 4

Three representatives from member organisations from the African region joined the Policy Team in
July 2007, including AYRO, ADECOP, and YPB. These members provided important input for
developing UNOY Peacebuilders’ understandings of policy.

VoiceOver Project

UNOY Peacebuilders staff from the International Secretariat had the unique opportunity to meet
several African members. The National Committee for International Relations and Sustainable
Development (NCDO) initiated the VoiceOver Project, through which 6 representatives of UNOY
Peacebuilders member organisations came to The Hague from 17 until 22 September to take part in
discussions about security, political stability and development, and the role of the Netherlands in
peace keeping missions. This meeting allowed us to meet face-to-face, learn more about each other,
and exchange ideas for the future. In addition, they had an informal meeting with the founders of the
UNOY Peacebuilders.

International Day of Peace, September 21 2007 s

Several UNOY Peacebuilders members and affiliates enthusiastically celebrated September 21.
Three of the members submitted reports to UNOY Peacebuilders on the events that took place on
this day, which were shared on the website of UNOY Peacebuilders and in the newsletter. Peacelinks
in Sierra Leone organised an interactive forum where they brought
together 50 stakeholders from different program areas to learn about the
VACY campaign and discuss issues around the campaign in order to
influence stakeholders’ behavioural perception. Copies of UNOY
Peacebuilders’ VACY Policy Paper were passed out at the event. SOYDA
in Somalia held a debate forum for its Youth Peace Congress on the 21st
of September 2007. The forum's theme was How the Youth can become
Peace Promoters and What Role the Youth Can Take In Further
Developing the Peace? Up to 50 youth participated in the event along with guest speakers, SOYDA
members, national and local media and lastly the YPC panel debaters. AYRO in Benin marked
September 21° by holding a public conference in which they invited youth and other NGOs. The
theme was How to build peace with youth. These activities were successful in bringing different
groups together and sharing their message with the network at large.

Violence Against Children and Youth (VACY) Campaig ns

One African member, Peacelinks in Sierra Leone was an Action Partner in the VACY campaign.

4 For more information on the Policy process see chapter 6, sub-chapter 6.4 ‘Policies’
5 For more information on the 21 September International Day of Peace see chapter 8 ‘Advocacy’

6 For more information on the VACY campaign see chapter 8 ‘Advocacy’
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African Regional Training, Nairobi, Kenya, 2008

Preparations for a Peacebuilding Training Seminar in Nairobi, Kenya began in 2007. The project,
entitled “African Youth in Motion for Peace: building peace, organisational capacities and networking
skills training seminar, Kenya 2008” was initiated through joint recommendations and efforts of the
Secretariat and African members. A call for participating in the organising committee and
implementing team of the project was issued in August and it was decided that the training would be
held in Nairobi with Kibera Youth Programme for Peace and Development (KYPPEDE) and Kenya
Youth Foundation (KYF) as the main partners. Additionally, member organisations from South Africa,
Benin, Burundi and Somalia as well as two respected training institutes are involved in developing the
training.

African Multi-Year Programme and Member Projects 2 008

During the ISG meeting, it was decided that an African multi-year Programme spread over 1,5-2
years would be developed to strengthen the thematic focuses, strategies, tools and networking to
support more sustainable regional peacebuilding activities. As part of this multi-year Programme,
there will be a planning meeting, a peacebuilding training, member projects and a follow-up
evaluation and training. The regional training mentioned above and two projects developed by
members in the DRC and Somaliland are being incorporated in this programme. Main focus areas in
these projects are peacebuilding and conflict transformation including human rights, dialogue
processes, gender, social inclusion and child soldiers. The multi-year programme is a very exciting
development as it will broaden the scope of support to reach more people, while providing an
opportunity for members to work more closely together, exchange experiences, develop strategies
and ultimately be more effective in their activities. Fundraising to cover the costs of this activity began
in 2007 and we look forward to a successful kick-off of the programme with the regional training in the
summer of 2008.

Conclusions and Future Plans

The UNQOY Peacebuilders network in the African region has been highly active in 2007 and offers
hope for regional strengthening of peacebuilding activities. In general, the African members have
exhibited strong motivation and enthusiasm in becoming involved in UNOY Peacebuilders’ activities,
as could be seen by the high number of applicants for participation in the ISG, Policy Team, VACY
campaign and involvement in developing the multi-year African Programme. Members are situated in
highly volatile regions and thus offer important insights into local and regional processes and
contexts. However, this commitment also extends beyond the member organisations. The e-group
discussions among affiliates of the network have been energetic and informative with high levels of
debates and exchanges that are relevant to current issues in Africa.

With the multi-year programme described above, UNOY Peacebuilders at the International

Secretariat looks forward to working more closely with its African members in the coming months and
years.
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7.2 Asian Regional Network
Introduction

The Asian Desk is a relatively new development of UNOY

Peacebuilders since it was only recently set up in June 2007. Following

the restructuring process and the call for membership the Asian

Network now totals seven member organisations from Pakistan,

Palestine, Bangladesh, Nepal and the Philippines. Within the network,

communication is a very important and an essential aspect, as it is one

of the main functions of UNOY Peacebuilders to link-up organisations

and provide them with support. The Asian Desk Officer is the contact

person for all the members in Asia and the Middle East, keeping them up-to date about developments
in the network and assisting when they need help. To facilitate communication between members a
new ‘e-group’ was created in November, which will be further developed in 2008 to ensure that
members and affiliates use the e-group frequently and exchange their knowledge and experiences.
The newsletter is also an important means of communication, which our Asian members have
contributed to in an increasing manner, with such articles as the activities of NFYOB at the
International Youth Day and AEI-Open Windows as ‘Member of the Month’ in October 2007 detailing
ongoing activities and developments in Palestine.

Objectives

In addition to the overriding global network objectives, the Asian Regional goals for 2007 were:
1. To develop and organise the Asian regional desk within the International Secretariat

2. To build up and expand the Asian network and attract new member organisations and
affiliates from the Asian region to join the UNOY Peacebuilders network

3. To explore ways to work together and facilitate the exchange of experiences and practices
youth peace organisations within the Asian region.

Member Organisations

In general, our Asian members are involved in a diverse range of issues including non-violence, civil

society, human rights, democracy, gender, social inclusion, ICT and unemployment. They are

working on these issues through community and peace education, dialogue between government and
citizens (putting peace on the political agenda) and dialogue between
different groups, income generating activities, and research and
documentation.

The members in Asia differ in many aspects from each other, with some

facing violent conflict situations, such as Palestine and Pakistan, while

others are dealing with rebuilding their country, such as in Bangladesh.

The conflict situation also has a great impact on the economic situation
and people’s freedom. In addition, many of the countries where the members are located are quite far
from each other. It is thus a challenge to see how they can work together in the future.
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Current Asian members are:
Arab Educational Institute-Open Windows, Palestine
Coalition on Rights and Responsibilities of Youth, Pakistan
GZO Peace Institute (Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Instit  ute), Philippines
Idea Action, Nepal
International Friends Youth Society, Bangladesh
International Palestinian Youth League, Palestine

National Federation of Youth Organisations in Bang| adesh (NFYOB)

NB. More information on each of these members can be found on our website www.unoy.org ‘Global Network’, ‘Asian Region'.

Activities
The International Steering Group (ISG)

For the International Steering Group one Asian member was selected from the NFYOB in
Bangladesh. Unfortunately this member was unable to come due to work obligations.

International Day of Peace, 21 September 2007 -

The 21 September was the International Day of Peace. UNOY Peacebuilders hit the streets to
campaign against violence against children and collected signatures from children and adults. Many
of our Asian members were also active on the same day too. GZO Peace Institute in
the Philippines organised a 12-hour long festival at the beginning of September,
which focused on youth subcultures. They organised a skateboard competition, a
biker’'s exhibition, artistic designs from different youth groups, different youth bands,
as well as various cultural presentations on peace. Also, on the 21 September itself
they held a 2-day film festival at the University of the Philippines, Diliman. The
international films that were shown at this event portrayed conflicts on many levels
and showed the viability of peace and non-violence in the region. Another of our members from
Palestine, AEI-Open Windows held a ‘prayers for peace’ event, which brought together many
important individuals and organisations from Palestine. They were, and continue to be, extremely
active in campaigning against Israeli occupation and have organised many events from their Peace
House to highlight the issues surrounding the construction of the Wall by the Israeli authorities.

7 For more information on the 21 September International Day of Peace see chapter 8 ‘Advocacy’
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Visit to member organisations: Arab Educational Ins titute (AEI-Open
Windows, Palestine) and the International Palestini  an Youth League

The International Coordinator had the chance to meet UNOY Peacebuilders Asian Network member
organisations, Arab Educational Institute, and the International Palestinian Youth League, in
Bethlehem and Hebron, West Bank, respectively. In both meetings the future development of the
UNOY Asian Network in the Middle East region was discussed. AEI-Open Windows provided insight
into their advanced dialogue work, peacebuilding and youth empowerment programs. IPYL gave
account of the challenges youth in Hebron face when dealing with violence against children and youth
in their communities and society under occupation as a whole.

Conclusions and Future Plans

The past year for the Asian Desk has been an important one for laying the foundations from which the
Asian Network can develop in the future. With seven members already in only its first six months of
operation, there is much to take out as a success of 2007. At the same time, the network remains
very new and many of the aspects undertaken from the restructuring process are still to be fully
implemented. Therefore, the challenge for the beginning of 2008 is to clarify and further develop
several issues, such as the system of Peacetokens and the e-group. In addition, we are also currently
working on a complete overview of information on our members, their activities and needs. It is our
continued objective here to create a sense of ownership of the network and increase the
communication with and among the members.

As a result of it being relatively new, we can thus conclude that the Asian Network still needs to be
further developed so as to build on the achievements so far. In order to reach the objectives stated
earlier, both members and the Asian Desk Officer need to search for common interests and
possibilities to collaborate and help each other. We are currently in the process of developing a long-
term plan for strengthening the work of our Asian members, based on their needs and ideas for
cooperation. Furthermore, in 2008 we aim to get the Asian members more actively involved in UNOY
Peacebuilders through the system of peace tokens that will mutually benefit the Asian members as
well as the network in general with concrete activities such as monitoring web forum discussions and
joining in UNOY Peacebuilders campaigns.
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7.3 European Regional Network
Introduction

Since the beginning of 2007 the European Network Desk at UNOY

Peacebuilders, which received a small administrative grant from the

European Youth Foundation in 2006 & 2007 has expanded considerably

and will gradually continue to do so in 2008. The two calls for membership

that were part of the global network development have resulted in nine

organisations now forming the European Regional Network, in addition to

an expanding network of Affiliates. Over the course of 2007 the new

European e-group, though in its early stages, has been used as a means

for sharing information, as well as the monthly newsletter, to which many articles have been
submitted by our European Members. These articles have ranged from information detailing
participation in the Mine Ban Convention Model Review Conference, to the organisation of
Congolese-themed cultural activities. In 2007, UNOY also launched the ‘Member of the Month’
section with the first being awarded to European Member, ‘Yeritac’. This information, as well as
additional details, are also posted on the UNOY Peacebuilders website under a separate page for
each European Member.

Objectives

In addition to the overriding global network objectives, the European Regional goals for 2007 were:

1. To develop the European Network and ensure its establishment, as well as the cooperation
of member organisations with UNOY Peacebuilders and each other;

2. To build the capacities of European youth and youth organisations through a range of
activities and events; and

3. To contribute to advocacy and the promotion of the role of European youth in peacebuilding.

Member Organisations

The European members are involved with a host of issues ranging from the

International Campaign to Ban Landmines, human rights and democratic

participation, to international youth exchanges, research and skills’ training

seminars. In this way the work of our members covers many themes under

the broader goals of peacebuilding and conflict transformation, relating to the

idea that ‘peace’ cannot simply be defined as merely the absence of

war/conflict. Our European members have a great deal of national, regional,

and also international experience that is invaluable to not only themselves as a regional network, but
to UNOY Peacebuilders as a whole.

Current European members are:

HCAV (Vanadzor), Armenia

Initiative for Peace, UNMIK/Kosovo
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Life Youth Foundation, Romania
PATRIR, Romania

SCAF Youth Centre, Belarus

U Move 4 Peace, Belgium
YERITAC, Armenia

Youth Diplomacy for Democracy, Ukraine

NB. More information on each of these members can be found on our website www.unoy.org ‘Global Network’, ‘European Region’.
Activities

The International Steering Group (ISG)

In 2007 Armine Sadikyan from European member organisation, HCAV (Vanadzor), Armenia was
selected as an ISG representative. As part of the first ISG Meeting, Armine came to The Hague for a
week, and also participated in other ways, such as raising areas for future improvement of the
network in short meetings with some of the team. Her visit also coincided with the annual African
Students’ Conference organised by UNOY Peacebuilders, so she was able to participate and
experience this important event.

Policy Team 2007 s

In conjunction with the Advocacy and Management team at the International Secretariat,
representatives from member organisations contributed to the development of the Policy Process
through forming a ‘Policy Team’. From the European network, Wilbert Vogel from Service Civil
International participated.

‘Building Peace Skills’ Netherlands Training Semina  r, Utrecht, April 2007

In 2007 UNOY Peacebuilders organised the Dutch ‘Building Peace Skills’
Training Seminars. This seminar, which took place in Utrecht between the
14th and 25th of April, brought together approximately 25 youth leaders
from different cultural and social backgrounds already active in the fields
of human rights, peacebuilding, advocacy, campaigning, project
management and non-violence. They participated in the training seminar
to deepen their knowledge and experience and build new relationships
and networks. The training also involved current and former interns of
UNOY Peacebuilders, including those involved with the European Network.

8 For more information on the Policy process see chapter 6, sub-chapter 6.4 ‘Policies’
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‘Building Peace Skills’ European Training Seminar, Schoorl, June 2007

The June 2007 European ‘Building Peace Skills' seminar engaged around 29 young people
interested in social change to provide tools connected to peacebuilding

and motivate participants to implement and use these tools as young

peacebuilders in their communities. Through an informal, participatory

approach, theoretical and practical training was given in various important

areas such as inter-ethnic dialogue, youth involvement in peacebuilding

and advocacy, to empower and inspire participants, whilst also equipping

them for action. Present at the seminar were several European Affiliates

of the network, and also those who subsequently became affiliates, as

well as representatives from Armenia of member organisation, Yeritac.

The follow-up process to this seminar is currently underway, with an evaluation project being
implemented to discover the effectiveness of the skills taught at the seminar and how these skills
were put into practice.

Similar to the spring Netherlands seminar, the follow-up evaluation will soon be completed in a
comparable fashion, to evaluate the extent to which the skills taught were useful and implemented
by participants after the seminar.

International Day of Peace, 21 September 2007 s

Several of our European members celebrated the International Day of Peace by organising their
own activities held either on the actual day itself, or during the week of the 21 September.
Examples include a campaign by Initiative for Peace, Kosovo, in conjunction with the ProPeace
Platform, where posters, brochures and leaflets were distributed during the week leading up to the
21 September to send the message that every day should be a peace day. In another event,
Yeritac, Armenia, organised a classical music concert devoted to the International Day of Peace.

Conference Participation 2007

In 2007 UNQOY Peacebuilders representatives participated in various conferences in Europe both to
gain further knowledge and also promote the work of our organisation. In May 2007 representatives
went to Maastricht to participate in a Student Forum, Conflict Management: Reassessing Europe’s
Role on a Global Stage, and in September/October, along with member organisation SCAF, Belarus,
UNOY Peacebuilders sent a representative to the 8" Annual University on Youth and Development in
Mollina, Spain. This latter conference was co-organised by UNOY Peacebuilders and one of our new
action partners, Youth Action for Peace (YAP), the purpose of which was to look at the integration of
refugees through volunteering, which is an interesting theme which several of the European Members
are engaged in through their work.

9 For more information on the 21 September International Day of Peace see chapter 8 ‘Advocacy’
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Advocacy Good Practices Publication 1o

As indicated, as part of the Good Practices Publication (GPP) that will soon be published by the
Afivocacy team at UNOY Peacebuilders, several member organisations have contributed with
investing time and also working to the publication. Aleksandr Hakoyban (Yeritac, Armenia) and Olivier
Forges (U Move 4 Peace, Belgium) both visited the international secretariat to offer their advice on
this publication. In addition, representatives from HCAV (Vanadzor), Armenia have also greatly
assisted with the finalisation of this project, through working on the layout and scheme of the final
publication.

New European Toolkit Publication

The European members that have assisted with the GPP have worked towards the end of 2007 and
into the new year on the initial stages of producing a European Toolkit through UNOY Peacebuilders
under the title, “Organising an International Peace Training/Exchange”. This project has been a long-
term ambition of UNOY Peacebuilders and is intended for completion in the spring of 2009, with the
proposal currently being disseminated amongst the other member organisations of the European
Network for their input and ideas. The aim of the project is to inform youth organisations based in
Europe on how to best organise an international training/exchange that maximises the partnership
between organisers. The process for finalisation will begin with organising a mini training as a test
event, followed by production of a draft, and then finally the Toolkit will be implemented through a
European Training Seminar organised by UNOY Peacebuilders.

‘Train the Trainer’ Seminar 2008 and visit to Life Youth Foundation

In the summer of 2007 the Projects and Communication Coordinator participated in a training seminar
organised in Romania by our member organisation, Life Youth Foundation. Life Youth became one of
our member organisations following the spring call for membership, and will now, in partnership with
UNOY Peacebuilders, set up a Training for Trainers Seminar in 2008 under the ‘Youth in Action’
initiative, which is intended for organisations including those part of the European Network. This event
will hopefully offer a chance for as many of the European Members as possible to come together to
improve their skills in facilitating youth projects in the field of peacebuilding and intercultural dialogue.

Study Session, “The Applicability of Peacebuilding in
Youth Work”, 2008

From the latter half of 2007, and into 2008, UNQY Peacebuilders has been

busy with organising a Study Session, entitled “The Applicability of
Peacebuilding in Youth work”. Its title reflects its aim: to enhance the applicability of Peacebuilding
practices in youth work. Participants will explore the applicability by critically reflecting upon theories,
exchanging experiences and integrating different tools and practices. The proposal for the study
session has been developed in cooperation with the Council of Europe, ECYI and YAP, as well as
one of our new member organisations, PATRIR, Romania. A preparatory meeting was held at the end
of November in Budapest, where two representatives from the International Secretariat assisted in
redefining some of the goals for the project, as well as designing the program for the event. The call

10 For more information on the GPP see chapter 8 ‘Advocacy’

UNOY Peacebuilders Annual Report 2007 29




for applications was opened at the beginning of December with a positive reaction with the European
members of our network and European youth. The date for the staging of this event is 2 to 9 March
2008 at the European Youth Centre of Budapest, and the final stages of preparation for the event are
now underway and continuing at the time of writing.

Conclusions and Future Plans

Throughout 2007 the European Network has undergone a vast number of changes and also played
host to a number of projects, as can be seen from the details above. It was the vision of UNOY
Peacebuilders to develop and expand the network further, with the goal to establish a strong and
cohesive network of member organisations, as well as affiliates. Over the course of the year this
was successfully implemented through the restructuring process, with the European Network Desk
at the International Secretariat in The Hague ensuring effective communication with members and
affiliates. Further, through the various trainings, publications, and other activites UNOY
Peacebuilders has been able to contribute to improving the knowledge and skills of the youth
participants in training and seminars, as well as their organisations.

It has also been possible this past year for UNOY Peacebuilders to collaborate on joint projects with
members, with some valuable input and expertise being shared. Feedback from some of the
various activities, as well as the face-to-face contact with members has also suggested that UNOY
Peacebuilders has influenced the ability of some of the European members to undertake increased
amounts of advocacy work. In 2008 collaboration with members, as well as capacity-building for
European youth and youth organisations will continue as UNOY Peacebuilders implements the
Council of Europe Study Session, the ‘Training of Trainers’ Seminar, and publishes the European
Toolkit.

As the network of organisations continues to grow, both regionally and globally, there are also
areas that have been highlighted as important areas for improvement. Through several meetings
towards the end of the year between the management team and the individual desk coordinators,
which focused on the activities and specific needs of each member organisation alongside the
strategic plan for UNOY Peacebuilders for the coming years, we have been able to identify areas
for improvement. Therefore, the challenge over the coming year is to facilitate greater cooperation
between our member organisations within each region as well as globally. Having focused on
restructuring the network we are now in a position to focus on this more concretely, and also ensure
that our activities in the European region reach and connect a greater number of youth active in
peacebuilding and conflict transformation.
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7.4  Latin American Regional Network
Introduction

The Latin America Desk is a relatively new development of UNOY Peacebuilders
since it was only recently set up as a separate desk in July 2007. Following the
restructuring process and the call for membership the Latin America Network
now totals five member organisations from Mexico, Colombia, Argentina, Peru
and Ecuador.

Increased contact has developed between the five member organisations, the
growing number of affiliates, and the Latin American Desk Coordinator. Contact has included updates
on member activities, and the sharing of information, both through emails, telephone calls and the
members’ online ‘e-group’. A webpage has been created on UNOY Peacebuilders’ website which
highlights the Latin American network, and the five members. Currently three member organisations
have pages on the website with their missions, an overview of their work, photographs, and contact
information. This increases their visibility worldwide, and facilitates contact both in their region, and
internationally.

In December, the Latin American member organisation Dinamismo Juvenil was selected as the
Member of the Month in our newsletter. They contributed an overview of their mission and work as an
organisation, and they included news of two recent events they organised taking place in Mexico.
This served as a spotlight for both Dinamismo Juvenil’'s work and for the Latin American network,
giving the rest of the world a closer look at the problems and needs of the youth in their region.

Objectives

In addition to the overriding global network objectives, the Latin America Regional goals for 2007
were:

1. To develop and organise the Latin America regional desk within the International
Secretariat;

2. To build up and expand the Latin America network and attract new member organisations
and affiliates from the Latin America region to join the UNOY Peacebuilders network;

3. To gain more specific knowledge of how NGOs function in Latin American communities and
how they conduct trainings and youth advocacy through a practical research study; and

4. To assess the needs and challenges of the Latin America members and explore ways to link
up their initiatives.

Member Organisations

The members of the Latin American network share many attributes. Stated
again and again are the needs for social development for youth without
gender, race, language, age or condition discrimination, in an environment
where the youth themselves can be leaders. They state their goals of
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promoting human development with trainings, conferences and community outreach programs. One
of the defining factors of members in the network is youth participation in society: they try to integrate
youth into the community in order to change stereotypes and encourage a dialogue between adults
and youths.

Current Latin American Members are:

Fundacion Escuelas de Paz, Colombia

Organizacion Argentina de Jovenes para las Naciones Unidas, Argentina
The Brigada de Voluntarios Bolivianos del Peru, Peru

Corporacion Foro de la Juventud de Guayaquil, Ecuador

Dinamismo Juvenil A.C., Mexico

NB. More information on each of these members can be found on our website www.unoy.org ‘Global Network’, ‘Latin American Region’.
Regional Activities

International Day of Peace, 21 September 2007 1

In conjunction with UNOY Peacebuilders’ activities and programmes for the

21st September International Day of Peace, member organisation Dinamismo

Juvenil held an event called ‘Santa Maria la Ribera Neighbourhood’. Beginning

in the second week of September, they held events where young people could
express themselves with their talents in sports, art and dancing. It included reflections on how to
prevent violence among youth by way of performances with audiences.

Conclusions and Future Plans

At the end of 2007, we look back at a successful year for the Latin American Network. The list of
affiliates now includes over 135 organisations. Many affiliates offer regular updates and provide
event and project opportunities to other affiliates in their region, through emails with the e-group and
the Desk Coordinator. In December, a very in-depth look was taken at the member organisations to
further examine their needs and their work. Now, with very specific details on the region and the
youth needs, the network takes on a stronger role, and can better serve the organisations.

The Latin American member organisations have very regular contact with the Desk
Coordinator.Currently there is an exchange of ideas for a joint project between the organisations and
UNOY Peacebuilders, which will be further developed in the beginning of 2008. Together with the
member organisation Dinamismo Juvenil, the Desk Coordinator is identifying a thematic focus and a
needs analysis of the youth in the Latin American region. The project will take the form of a training,
which will involve all of the Latin American member organisations, and serve as a process rather than
a single event. Over time, this will solidify separate Latin American NGOs into a single force. This
training with continue to strengthen the network while adding the collaboration of our member and
affiliate organisations to improve the knowledge, skills and capacities of youth peace organisations in
Latin America.

11 For more information on the 21 September International Day of Peace see chapter 8 ‘Advocacy’
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8. Advocacy

8.1 Introduction

The overall goals of the Advocacy Desk includes supporting the Culture of Peace program in the
second half of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of
the World, which was established by UN General Assembly resolution 53/25, and mainstream the
concept of the Culture of Peace within the concept of peacebuilding. At the same time, the advocacy
desk tries to build on the efforts and actions of hundreds of youth organisations implementing actions
at the local level, giving them visibility in global forums and promoting the role of youth in
peacebuilding. This year, UNOY Peacebuilders was also involved in promoting the implementation of
the recommendations of the United Nations Secretary General’'s Study on Violence against Children.
UNOY Peacebuilders is targeting all levels of decision-making, including the local, national, regional,
and international level in their advocacy efforts.

The UNOY Advocacy Team'’s core activities include:

Researching, publishing and disseminating documents addressing the role of youth in
peacebuilding and the mission of UNOY Peacebuilders.

Carrying out advocacy on behalf of - and with - its members, at both local, national and
international level.

Training of youth organisations and groups in Advocacy and Campaigning.

8.2 Activities

Violence Against Children and Youth

The Violence Against Children and Youth (VACY) Campaign was launched in 2007. The Advocacy
Team, together with a number of members of the UNOY Peacebuilders network, are cooperating to
advocate the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Secretary General's
Study on Violence against Children. The action partners include Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Institute
from the Philippines, PeaceLinks from Sierra Leone, Dinamismo Juvenile A.C. from Mexico and the
International Palestinian Youth League from Palestinei2. This campaign, which is supported by Plan
Netherlands, seeks to empower and encourage the action partners to engage in campaigning and
advocacy.

The campaign focuses on the United Nations Secretary General's Study on Violence against
Children. This study was a global effort to describe the nature, extent and causes of violence against
children and youth, and to propose clear recommendations for action to prevent and respond to it.
The Study marks the first time that the reality of violence against children around the world has been
documented, and global recommendations made to stop it.

12 For more information on the action partners and the activities taking place in the various regions, please refer to section 7.1 to 7.4
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In relation to this campaign, UNOY Peacebuilders wrote a position paper that includes the following
recommendations:
Youth should be made possible to learn life skills that prevent them

from encountering violence in their personal lives.
Youth should be involved in active citizenship.

Peace at all levels of decision-making should be promoted for youth
not to be victims of any form of violence.

Adequate social and recreational spaces for youth and children within the community should
be available.

Social, juridical and health services to accommodate and respond to the needs of children and
youth should be in place.

Civil society and decision makers should challenge the use of violent content and
representation in the media.

International Day of Peace

The International Day of Peace was established by a UN resolution in 1981 and in 2001 the 21st of
September was declared as the International Day of Peace.

The resolution:

"Declares that the International Day of Peace shall henceforth be observed as a day of global
ceasefire and non-violence, an invitation to all nations and people to honour a cessation of
hostilities for the duration of the Day.Invites all Member States, organisations of the United
Nations system, and non-governmental organisations and individuals to commemorate, in an
appropriate manner, the International Day of Peace, including through education and public
awareness, and to cooperate with the United Nations in the establishment of the global
ceasefire.” 13

This day is commemorated and celebrated worldwide each year, including by UNOY Peacebuilders
and several member organisations.

On 21st of September 2007, UNOY Peacebuilders, with the help of Youth
Service Initiative and No Kidding, organised the kick-off of the
international campaign on Violence against Children and Youth. On this
particular date in The Hague, a small wall was erected on which 81
children left a symbolic handprint to give peace a helping hand. Youth and
parents were informed about the problem of violence against children and
youth in their communities and at home. Furthermore, 131 signatures
were collected in support of the campaign. The campaign aims to raise
awareness on domestic violence, sexual violence and gang violence of which children and youth are
often victim. The passers by received a “business card” with contact information of support networks

13 United Nation’s General Assembly Resolution 55/282 http://www.un.org/events/peaceday/2003/a55r282.pdf
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and help numbers they could contact if they or a friend or neighbour would ever become a victim of
violence.

‘Stop Violence Against Children’ Conference

In November, UNOY Peacebuilders was invited to represent the youth during the 'Stop Violence
against Children’ conference organised by Plan Netherlands at the public library in Amsterdam on
the 9th of November..

The main guest of the conference was Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, who was appointed by the
United Nations Secretarial General to be the Special Rapporteur to document the 'World Report on
Violence against Children'. The report was presented to the UN General Assembly in October 2006.
More than one year after Pinheiro's publication, over 250 million children still suffer from violence on a
daily basis and 53.000 children are being murdered each year. According to Pinheiro these acts of
violence must not only stop immediately but they can be stopped if the world acts now.

At the conference there was close cooperation with representatives of several NGO's, policy makers,
and youth organisations, including four representatives from UNOY Peacebuilders, to discuss
possible solutions to the problem of violence against children. A UNOY Peacebuilders Advocacy
Officer was even a participant of the youth panel debating on possible actions to ensure the Dutch
Government would execute the recommendations of the UN study. The youth leaders made national
recommendations to Mr. Koenders, Dutch Minister of Development Cooperation, to ensure the
problem of violence against children to be brought to full attention to the Dutch Government. One
such recommendation was for a Child Friendly Policy Check to be implemented in the policy-making
system. This would ensure that at all times, the views, opinions, and ideas of children would be
consulted with. If children are the ones of violence themselves, they are the ones who best know how
to combat and end the widespread problem.

Concert and Philosophy Workshop on the 29th of Nove mber

UNOY Peacebuilders organised a local event related

to the Violence Against Children and Youth

Campaign on November 29. The event, which was

entitled “Geweld Dient Tot Niets"1s, took place at De

Mussen Community Centre in The Hague. In total, 18

participants aged 13 to 15 participated to the event.

The event engaged young teenagers in a creative

and philosophical workshop given by Hopebox. This

discussion evolved around the safety and violence both in the community and

internationally. After the philosophy discussion the participants were encouraged

to express their views and opinions on a graffiti kite. The participants, and other visitors at the

community centre, were also making handprint to make a stand against violence. A rap performance

by B-Confident promoting nonviolence ended the afternoon. The band also shared their impressions

from a trip they made to Kenya and their songs reflected the issue of violence and injustice.

Throughout the afternoon young people were able to share ideas, concerns, and knowledge about
how to create a non-violent environment for children and youth in the Netherlands.

14 The partners of this conference were: Nationale Postcode Loterij, International Research on Working Children, Save the Children, Defence for
Children International, Ecpat, UNICEF, ICDI, Insititute of Social Studies and International Centre for Child and Youth Studies.
15 Translation from Dutch to English: ‘Violence leads to nothing’.
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8.3 Advocacy Training

An important part of UNOY Peacebuilders’ Advocacy programme
involves training in order to train youth in advocacy and campaigning
skills. Participants from UNOY Peacebuilders ‘Building Peace Skills
Training’ Seminar in Utrecht and the ‘European Building Peace Skills
Training’ Seminar in Schoorl, the Netherlands, received educational
and inspiring advocacy training.

In June, two Advocacy officers from the international secretariat of

UNOY Peacebuilders attended the UMove4Peace Training Seminar

“Youth Choose Peace” in Mesen, Belgium, to give an Advocacy Training and to tell them about the
activities of the European Advocacy Team and the Culture of Peace. During this training, the Flemish
Minister of Foreign Affairs was present, and the Minister showed interested in UNOY Peacebuilders.

In November, UNOY Peacebuilders organised a role-play at the Radboud University Nijmegen in the
Netherlands during the Month of the United Nations (MOTUN). Prior to the role-play, the students
were given an introduction to advocacy. The lecture was followed by a short version UNOY
Peacebuilders’ role-play, ‘Listen to Me’. The students were assigned different roles, and had to lobby
roles ranging from the UN Under-Secretary General to a spiritual leader and a company CEO.

During spring 2007, the Youth Advocacy Team organised an online discussion forum, as mentioned
above. The participating youth were invited to give their answers, opinions, personal experiences and
to react to the contributions. The discussions were followed by a short summary and conclusion, with
the whole forum attracting a wide range of nationalities of the youth participants. Statistics also
showed that the entire forum received more than 10.000 visits, which indicates that there were
certainly hundreds of people aware of the forum discussions.

8.4 Advocacy Visits and Forums

Various Advocacy visits were organised during the year. The European Youth Advocacy Team met
with politicians and policy makers from both the Netherlands and the European Union.

Advocacy Visits in the Netherlands

At the Dutch level, the Youth Advocacy Team met with a Member of the Parliament of the Green
Leftist party, Ms. M. Peters and a Member of the Parliament of the Socialist Party, Ms. K. van Velzen.
The main issues discussed were a Culture of Peace and peace education in the Netherlands. The
Youth Advocacy Team advocated for the implementation of a holistic Culture of Peace and asked for
recognition for the importance of youth peace organisations.

Portugal is the only EU member state to have co-sponsored the UN resolution for the International
Decade for a Culture of Peace and the country is especially important in view of Portugal’s
presidency of the European Union during the second half of 2007. The Youth Advocacy Team
therefore contacted the Portuguese Ambassador in the Netherlands; Mr. de Sales Mascarenhas, as
well as the Portuguese permanent representatives to the European Union in charge of youth and
culture; Ms. Pincarilho and Mr. Vasconcelos. In September, the Youth Advocacy team had a meeting
with the Portuguese Ambassador in the Netherlands; Mr. de Sales Mascarenhas. The Ambassador
informed about the Portuguese activities during the presidency, focusing especially about the planned
Africa-Europe summit.
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Advocacy Visits at the European Union

In June, the European Youth Advocacy team, represented by the
International Coordinator and the Advocacy Officer together with
Olivier Forges from the Belgian member organisation UMove4Peace,
met with the European Commissioner of Education, Training, Culture
and Youth Jan Figel. The main topic discussed was the important role
of youth peace organisations. Commissioner Figel was very interested
in the work of UNOY Peacebuilders and emphasised the importance
of long-lasting peace. The Commissioner recognised the special role
of youth peace organisations in this area. Figel was especially positive
about the possibility of peace education.

Following the meeting with the Commissioner, the European Youth Advocacy team also met with the
Head of Youth Policy Unit; Karel Bartak. Ms. Conte, who is the coordinator of the EU Youth in Action
Program, also attended this meeting. The team introduced the background of the Advocacy Team
and presented both the World Civil Society Mid-Term Report and the Youth for a Culture of Peace
report. The main discussion points were the inclusion of a peacebuilding focus in EU youth funding
programs, the participation of youth in the year of Dialogue of the EU in 2008 in addition to
participation of African and European youth organisations in the EU-African summit to be held in
Portugal in December.

Advocacy Visits by UNOY Peacebuilders members and a ffiliates

Simultaneously with the International Secretariat's advocacy campaign at the Dutch and European
level, a UNOY Peacebuilders member and an affiliate were also involved in advocacy in their home
countries.

Yeritac from Armenia met with three national policy makers from the Ministry of Culture and the
Ministry of Youth and Sport. The two representatives from Yeritac advocated for the Year of
Intercultural Dialogue 2008, which was announced by European Commissioner Figel and
recommended by the EU Head of Youth Policy Unit Bartak.

A representative from YMCA in Georgia met with the Vice Chairman on the Department of Sport and
Youth Affairs. During the meeting, they discussed the Culture of Peace and peace education and
informed of the positive changes that peace education can establish.

CIVICUS

Two Advocacy officers from the UNOY Peacebuilders international secretariat attended the CIVICUS
Assembly in Glasgow, Scotland. This event marked the start of the advocacy practices of the
European Advocacy Team. They met up with many international (peace) organisations, and informed
them about the Culture of Peace, the prior successes of the UNOY Peacebuilders Youth Advocacy
Team and the plans for European Advocacy for this year.
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UNESCO Youth Forum

From 12 — 13 October 2007, UNESCO organised its 5th Global Youth Forum at its headquarters in
Paris. This Youth Forum is a platform for young people from all over the

world to voice their ideas and concerns and make suggestions directly to the

UNESCO General Conference. UNOY Peacebuilders was represented by a

former Advocacy Officer. By attending this event UNOY Peacebuilders had

the opportunity to get to know new relevant key contacts and above all: to

forward the message of UNOY Peacebuilders and the European Youth

Advocacy Team about the strength of youth as Peacebuilders and that youth

should be involved in peace building programs.

8.5 Good Practices Publication

Youth Advocacy for a Culture of Peace: A Reflective Guide for Action in
Europe

At the end of August 2007, the Advocacy Team began leading the creation of a tool-guide entitled,
“Youth Advocacy for a Culture of Peace: A Reflective Guide for Action in Europe.”

The aim of this project was to support youth organisations that want to join
advocacy efforts, or want to start their own. In order to achieve this aim, the
tool-guide was written based off of the critical reflections of Youth Advocacy
Teams of UNOY Peacebuilders in 2005, 2006 and 2007. In addition to
UNOY Peacebuilders, European youth & youth organisations shared their
advocacy experiences, including UMove4Peace (Belgium), the Helsinki
Citizen’s Assembly - Vanadzor (Armenia), Yeritac (Armenia), the Hague
Appeal for Peace (NY, USA), the Human Rights Information &
Documentation Centre (Georgia) and other youth who have been involved
in peacebuilding advocacy. These youth, in addition to a few adult experts in youth participation and
advocacy, provided valuable suggestions and advice for the improvement of advocacy tools.

Together, these experiences and effective tools provide youth with a constant resource for good
advocacy practices. The tool-guide motivates youth to take action in the context of the international
Decade for the Culture of Peace and the All-Different All-Equal Campaign because youth are now
aware of the achievements of other youth in advocacy for peace in addition to the fact that youth have
been provided with the tools to take action themselves. The publication will be published beginning of
2008.

Advocacy Restructuring Meetings

From 22 to the 24 November, Aleksandr Hakobyan from Yeritac (Armenia), Olivier Forges from
UMove4Peace (Belgium) and Charles Bwembya from COPA (South Africa) were participating in the
Good Practices Publication Tool-guide session and the UNOY Peacebuilders Advocacy Restructuring
and Evaluation Meetings, which took place at the International Secretariat. During these meetings,
the representatives from the member organisations provided their input and recommendations and
also shared with the International Secretariat their own advocacy stories. The input was included in
the Good Practices Publication. The conclusions from these meetings will be included in the
Advocacy programme year plan of 2008.
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8.6 Conclusions and Future Plans

The Youth Advocacy Team was involved in numerous activities in 2007. The team was not only
involved in advocacy visits, but also actively trying to encourage, support and train our members and
action partners in their advocacy efforts and campaigns.

The Youth Advocacy Team engaged in several lobby visits in both The Netherlands and at The
European Union. These visits informed policy makers about the importance of youth and peace and
encouraged them to pay greater attention to these issues in the future.

UNOY Peacebuilders, especially through the VACY campaign, was also involved in local
campaigning, notably during the 21st of September celebration and the concert and philosophy
workshop at a local community centre. Combined, these two campaigns reached approximately a
hundred children and youth in the local community.

A very important part of UNOY Peacebuilders’ Advocacy programme is the Advocacy training. During
2007, UNOY Peacebuilders provided training on advocacy and campaigning, which in total
introduced hundreds of youth to advocacy. More specifically, the advocacy desk was also providing
training, support and sharing resources to empower the members of our network to engage in
advocacy and campaigning at local or national level. The training and the online forum even resulted
in some of our members organising their own advocacy projects after being inspired and trained by
UNOY Peacebuilders.

The Advocacy desk focuses on a few campaigns at different levels, while at the same time providing
advocacy training. The methods include awareness-raising in the communities, formal advocacy visits
and training. The combined approach has been useful in advocating for a culture of peace and youth
involvement while at the same time empowering individuals and members to do the same. This also
ensures active involvement and participation throughout our network. This strategy has proven to be
a successful formula as a number of different stakeholders and policy-makers at different levels are
reached. The UNOY Peacebuilders Advocacy programme for 2008 will be built on this approach and
strengthened further.
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9. Team Members in 2007

Interns, volunteers and Management team members wor  king at the UNOY Peacebuilders
International Secretariat in The Hague in 2007 in a  Iphabetical order according to surname.

Nina Aeckerle from Germany coordinated the European and Latin American Networks, as well as the
European Training Seminar in the spring of 2007. After her internship at UNOY Peacebuilders she has
continued university with an MA in Peace and Conflict Studies.

Lenka Antalkova comes from Senica, Slovakia. She is studying European Studies specialising in Public
Administration at The Hague University. While at UNOY Peacebuilders she assisted with fundraising and also
with up dating the website.

Andrea Auxt from Hungary assisted with the preparation of the European training seminar 2007 in the
Netherlands. Besides that, she communicated with members by developing and maintaining the network’s
communication tools. After her internship she plans to continue with her studies at Leiden University.

Angélique Been is of Dutch/Vietnamese origin, and holds a Bachelor in Global Studies and Sociology, as well
as an MA in International Relations and International Organisations. At UNOY Peacebuilders she was an
Advocacy Team member, assisting on the "Youth Advocacy for Peace: A Guide to Good Practices" project.

Carolien van den Berg is Dutch, and holds BA in International Law and Politics. She joined UNOY
Peacebuilders in 2007 and worked on advocacy that focused on lobbying at the EU level for furthering the
International Decade for the Culture of Peace.

Inge Blom is a building engineer from the Netherlands. She is currently doing PhD research on the
environmental sustainability of maintaining, using and living in houses. She used to do some freelance web
design and is now working on the UNOY Peacebuilders website on a voluntary basis.

Caroline de Bruin is from the Netherlands, but has lived in Canada, Japan, Australia, and Jamaica. She has a
Bachelor’s in Social Sciences and at UNOY Peacebuilders she was a member of the Advocacy Team for the
Violence Against Children and Youth campaign in the fall of 2007.

Charles Bwembya has been volunteering at UNOY Peacebuilders, assisting with various projects including the
African Students’ Conference. He was born in Zambia but now lives in South Africa where he has worked for
member organisation COPA, with considerable other experience in the peacebuilding field.

Alessandra Casano is from Italy. She has a Master’s Degree in International Relations and came to Leiden,
the Netherlands as an exchange student before beginning work at UNOY Peacebuilders as the African
Students’ Conference Coordinator in 2007.

Zaneta Danihelova comes from Slovakia and was a student of The Hague University specialising in Public
Administration. In 2007, she was responsible for organising the Dutch Training Seminar for UNOY
Peacebuilders.

Gina Donoso was the Latin American Network Coordinator at UNOY Peacebuilders in the autumn of 2007.
She holds a Master's Degree in International Peace Studies from the United Nations University for Peace,
Costa Rica, and has worked for the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights in San José, Costa Rica, since
2003 as a Consultant for different human rights and mental health projects.

Menno Ettema is the International Coordinator at UNOY Peacebuilders. He was born in the Netherlands, but

also lived in the UK, Israel and Palestine. He holds an MA in Psychology of Culture and Religion, initiated the
Association Con-Young-Tion, and organised several youth exchanges in the Netherlands and the Middle East.
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Celina Del Felice is from Argentina and holds a BA in Political Science and an MA in Peace Studies. She
joined UNOY Peacebuilders in August 2003 and worked as the International Coordinator until December 2006.
She has volunteered to develop and improve the network'’s policies in 2007, and is now undertaking her PhD.

Julia Gierse is of German origin, but grew up in Belgium. She has a BA in European Studies and is currently
enrolled in a Masters programme on Human Rights and Humanitarian Action in Siena, Italy. She coordinated
the African Network of UNOY from November 2006 until April 2007.

Marthe Hesselmans is from the Netherlands and finished her MA in Humanitarian Action, with field research in
Lebanon and Palestine. She is now working on her second MA thesis in Political History at the University of
Nijmegen, and was the Projects and Communication Coordinator at UNOY Peacebuilders throughout 2007.

Nathaniel Holmes from the UK holds a BA in War, Peace and International Relations. He began his internship
with UNOY Peacebuilders in September 2007, taking on the role of Information and Communications
Coordinator, as well as helping to organise the ISG meeting.

Liesbeth-Marije Hoogland is from the Netherlands and started as an intern at UNOY in April 2007. She
coordinated the African Network in the summer of 2007 and worked on the African Students’ Conference. She
holds a degree in International Relations, an MA in Humanitarian Action, and is the interim chair of the board.

Shoshana Iten has recently completed her Master’s of Science in Technological and Socio-economic planning
from Roskilde University in Denmark. She is originally from Switzerland and has also lived in the US. She has
work and travel experience in Africa, and coordinated the African Network in 2007.

Hilary Jeune from Jersey, the Channel Islands, is the former Chair of UNOY (2006-2007). After four successful
years at UNOY Peacebuilders, and with her Master’s in International Development, as well as her experiences
with West and East African NGOs, she is now pursuing her career as an advocacy officer.

Edyta Kalinowska is from Poland. She studies European Studies at The Haagse Hogeschool. Her
specialisation is Public Administration and after her graduation she is planning to do the MA in the field of
Human Rights. In 2007 she was responsible for organising the Dutch Training Seminar.

Jessica van der Kamp comes from Hong Kong and is of Dutch/Canadian and Chinese origin. She holds a BA
in Social Sciences with a specialisation in International Law and International Relations. Jessica was a member
of the Advocacy Team for the "Peace IT Together" campaign and volunteers for UNOY Peacebuilders.

Charlotte Kerihuel from France graduated in English Linguistics and Arabic. She now studies International
Relations in the Sorbonne University, Paris, having worked as the Asian and the European Network Coordinator
during the summer of 2007. During her internship she also edited the monthly newsletter.

Nina Koevoets from the Netherlands is the current Asian Network Coordinator and Study Session organiser.
She holds a Master's in Conflict Resolution and Governance from the International School for Humanities and
Social Sciences, Amsterdam and a Bachelor in Cultural Anthropology & Development Studies.

Maria Kooijman holds a MA in Philosophy (comparative philosophy). Maria is the co-founder of the UNOY
Peacebuilders. She was involved in the growth and development of the organisation since its beginning (1989).
She served the organisation as international coordinator, executive secretary and as secretary of the board.

Saskia van der Koo y from the Netherlands completed her MA in Cultural Anthropology at Utrecht University.
Currently she is working on her second MA in International Relations and for her internship at UNOY in the
summer of 2007 she worked on Advocacy & Campaigning, as well as volunteering from time to time.

Erin Melnick from the US joined UNOY Peacebuilders in autumn 2007 as the Latin American Network

Coordinator and to undertake bookkeeping. She is beginning her career in non-profit and charity organisations,
having completed her Bachelor in Television and Radio in New York and Los Angeles.
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Persefoni Neophytou completed her studies at the University of Cyprus taking a degree in Pedagogical
Science. In the spring of 2007, she coordinated the European Training Seminar and worked as the Asian
Network Coordinator at the same time.

Inge Ortelee was born in the Netherlands, but moved to South Africa at the age of eleven. Following her
Bachelors degree in Political Science, she completed her Honours in International Relations at the University of
Stellenbosch. Inge was part of the team in 2007 in charge of fundraising.

Phillip Barry Phiri  from Zambia has a BA in Religious Studies and a Master’s in Public Administration with a
focus on Peace and Conflict Resolution. He has established an NGO in Zambia working with inmates, women,
orphans and vulnerable children, and volunteered with UNOY Peacebuilders in 2007.

Lillian Solheim started working as the Advocacy Coordinator at UNOY Peacebuilders in October 2007. Lillian
is from Norway but has been living the last 5 years in Brussels, where she completed her MA in International
Relations. She has considerable experience with the non-profit sector.

Myrthe Struiksma was born in the Netherlands, but has also lived in Bangkok. She is currently in her last year
of European Studies at The Hague University for a Bachelor’s in Public Administration. At UNOY Peacebuilders
she is a member of the Advocacy Team working on the Violence Against Children and Youth campaign.

Dave Taylor is the current European Network Coordinator and newsletter editor. He holds a Bachelor in Law and
Criminology, as well as a Master’s from the University of Utrecht in International and European Protection of Human
Rights. He also volunteers with another non-profit NGO based in the Netherlands and Ghana.
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10. Finances

The UNOY Peacebuilders is run on a project-basis and is currently actively seeking structural core funding support.
Staff and interns work on a voluntary basis. In the beginning of 2007, two staff members received an internship
allowance. In the last three months of 2007 one extra staff member with intern allowance joined the secretariat.

Financial details can be found in the annual balance sheet for 2007.

11. UNOY Peacebuilders Board

UNOY Peacebuilders is registered in the Dutch Chamber of Commerce, nr. 41235544 as a foundation, according to
Dutch law and has the status of a charity institution. It is governed by an international board, with resourceful

representatives from various fields and continents.

Bruno Cho Fon, Board member

Peter Davidse, Treasurer

Gerda Dommerholt, Board member*
Anne-Claire Frank, Board member*
Liesbeth-Marije Hoogland, Interim Chairperson
Hilary Jeune, Chairperson*

Maria Kooijman, Secretary

Bea Stolte-van Empelen, Board member*
Edzo Tonkis, Treasurer*

*Resigned during 2007.

Patron of the UNOY PEACEBUILDERS
H.H. Dalai Lama, Nobel Peace Prize Winner.

Honorary Chairs

Nikolai N. Firjubin: Honorary Chairman
Rabby A. Soetendorp: Honorary Chairman
Advisors

Drs. Paul Meerts, Deputy Director Institute of International Relations “Clingendael”’, The Hague
Dr. Robert Muller, former Chancellor UN Peace University, San Jose, Costa Rica

Dr. Cecile Dolisan, Cameroon, member of AWID and ASTRAW, specialist on African Women
Prof. Dr. Alicia Cabezudo, Educating Cities, Argentina, specialist in Peace Education.

Prof. Gerd Junne, Professor in International Relations at the University of Amsterdam and Director of The Network

University.
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12. Conclusions

In the year 2007, UNOY Peacebuilders built on the organisational development, successes and achievements
from the previous years.

A major organisational development in 2007 was the implementation of the restructuring process of UNOY
Peacebuilders. The establishment of the International Steering Group was an important development to the
institutional structure and decision-making processes of UNOY Peacebuilders. The ISG held its first meeting in
the autumn of 2007, and took decisions on new members, project proposals and the thematic focus of UNOY
Peacebuilders' network. The final part of this restructuring was the Board, and in the last quarter the creation of
an operational manual was prepared. The management team was also joined by a full-time Advocacy
Coordinator in addition to the International Coordinator and the Projects and Communications Coordinator. This
restructuring provides the foundation for continued growth and implementation of activities in the network.

In addition to the organisational strengthening, the membership based has been consolidated and the various
regional networks have grown. UNOY Peacebuilders grew to a total of 34 member organisations in 2008. These
networks are being constantly developed under the guidance of the desk coordinators. Furthermore, the
system of 'peacetokens' was also introduced and implemented.

UNQY Peacebuilders also improved communication through the website, the Peace It Together Monthly
Newsletter, E-Groups and Web Forums.

UNQY Peacebuilders organised a number of successful trainings and hundreds of youth have learnt more
about peacebuilding and the important role of youth by attending training seminars and conferences. In the
second half of 2007, and into 2008, UNQOY Peacebuilders has been busy with organising a study session which
will take place in March 2008.

Furthermore, UNOY Peacebuilders organised a number of advocacy and campaign related activities. The
Youth Advocacy Team visited the European Commissioner for Youth, Culture and Sport, in addition to other EU
level and Dutch policy makers. During the last half of 2007, UNOY Peacebuilders was also working on a
publication on Youth Advocacy for a Culture of Peace, which shares the stories of youth advocates throughout
Europe. The process of writing the publication involved also a number of UNOY's European members and will
be published beginning of 2008.

In addition to supporting the Culture of Peace program, the Violence Against Children and Youth campaign was
launched in 2007. The International Secretariat and the campaign action partners initiated a number of
campaigns and lobby visits. UNOY was also represented at various conferences and events, speaking up
against the issue of violence against children and youth worldwide. In addition, the international day of Peace
was celebrated both by the international secretariat, several UNOY Peacebuilders members and affiliates.

The challenge for 2008 is to continue developing the network and enhancing cooperation between the
international secretariat and between members. Ongoing challenges remain fundraising.

This year saw the consolidation of the restructuring process and the organisational development that was
initiated in 2006. The foundation has now been laid for continued strengthening and development of the
network. In the years to come, UNOY Peacebuilders will continue working to empower the capacities of young
peacebuilders and work towards a world where peace, justice, solidarity, human dignity and respect for nature
prevails.
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Support Us!

You can support with:

Time: internship, voluntary work, advice, expertise, resource person
Material support: office equipment (new or secondhand)
Financial support: see account details below

Bank Accounts
ABN-AMRO Account nr. 554070294
Postbank: Account nr. 7711499

International transfers

ABN-AMRO Bank Address: Javastraat 1, The Hague AA 2585
Swift code/BIC: ABNANL2A

IBAN code: NL91ABNA0554070294

For the Netherlands, financial transfers can also be made.

Donations for UNOY Peacebuilders are tax deductible as intended by Dutch law, Successiewet 1956,
Article 24.4.

United Network of Young Peacebuilders
Laan van Meerdervoort 70 - 2517 AN The Hague — The Netherlands
Tel. +31 70 364 7799 - www.unoy.org — info@unoy.org
The Netherlands

Tel: +31 70 3647799
Fax: +31 70 3622633

E-mail: info@unoy.org

Website: www.unoy.org
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