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Foreword 
 
On the 15th of November 2008, the Institute of Social Studies (ISS) in The Hague, the Netherlands 

hosted the 10th African Students Conference. The conference was organized by the United Network of 

Young Peacebuilders (UNOY Peacebuilders) and the African Committee (TAC). The theme of this 

year’s conference was “Building Peace in Africa: Urbanisation and Human security” . This event 

brought together African students studying at higher education institutes in the Netherlands, local 

Dutch students, International students and NGO representatives. The event was financed by Cordaid, 

Oxfam Novib, Stichting Woudschoten and the Municipality of The Hague, also known as “the 

international city of peace and justice”. 

  

Since the first gathering in 1999, the African Students Conference has become an inspiring event 

where students, future leaders and activists from across the African continent come together, share 

ideas, and discuss solutions about the current issues in Africa. The conference was a great success to 

both the speakers and participants. There were approximately 200 attendants, who all contributed in 

creating a positive and informative forum dedicated to future developments of the continent of Africa. 

 

The conference was addressed by four international key-note speakers. They presented participants 

with knowledge and experience in Urbanization and Human Security, explained the essential role of 

youth, and on the challenges that urbanisation process is representing for Africa’s peaceful 

development.  

Among the speakers were Dr. Isa Baud, professor of International Development Studies at the 

University of Amsterdam, Netherlands; Dr. Charlotte Lemanski, lecturer at University College 

London, Britain; Mr. Juma Assiago, Senior Urban Youth Specialist at UN-Habitat, Kenya; Anthony 

Gatonga Mugo, Events Organizer and Logistics Officer, Youth Initiatives Kenya. 

   

UNOY Peacebuilders and TAC would like to take this opportunity to thank all the donors, speakers, 

facilitators, organising team, the host and the staff of the Institute of Social Studies as well as all the 

participants for making the conference an overall success. Let us keep up with the good work on 

security in Africa as what we had begun on 15th November 2008. 

 
The Hague, December 2008 
 
Reporting Team: Michaela Almeida 
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Introduction 
 

The 10th African Students Conference was jointly organised by the UNOY Peacebuilders and TAC.  

Dating back history, the first African Student Conference was organized by the Hague Appeal for 

Peace (HAP) and TAC during its HAP-99 Conference; the HAP office in The Hague and TAC at the 

ISS took the initiative and were responsible for the coordination of the African Student Conferences in 

1999, 2000 and 2001. From 2002, UNOY Peacebuilders took over this responsibility from the HAP 

office, due to the closure of its office in The Hague. UNOY Peacebuilders and TAC are now the 

organisers of this event, with UNOY Peacebuilders as the main logistical organisation and TAC 

focusing on the outreach. Both of the organisers are responsible for the operation of the conference on 

the day itself. The themes of the previous conferences were based on a wide range of topics in 

relations to peacebuilding: Peace through Justice, the Role of International Law in Conflict 

Transformation and Peacebuilding in Africa, Child Soldiers, Building Peace in Africa: Good 

Governance and Poverty Alleviation, Building Peace in Africa, Nepad and the Challenges for Peace, 

Youth Building Peace in Africa: Inclusion, Empowerment, Action, Building Peace in Africa - Human 

Security and the Millennium Development Goals, and Building Peace in Africa – the Impact of 

Religion. Post-conflict Reconciliation and Reconstruction was the theme in 2007, and this year we 

directed the participants’ attention to Urbanization and Human Security. 
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Programme 

 
 

 
Time 
 

Title Speaker 

08.45 - 09.30 Registration; tea/coffee  

09.30 - 09.45 Opening and Welcome 
Speeches  

Louk de la Rive Box (ISS Rector) 
Washington Katema (President TAC) 
Wout Visser (Chair, UNOY Peacebuilders Board) 

09.45 - 10.20 1st Speaker 

Human Security in an Urbanising World: Raising the 
Issues - Isa Baud - Professor, University of Amsterdam 
(Livelihoods, Environment and Governance Unit).  
 

10.20 - 10.55 2nd Speaker 
Introduction to Urbanisation and Human Security - 
Charlotte Lemanski – Lecturer in Human Geography at 
University College London 

10.55 - 11.10 Q&A Session  

11.10 - 11.45 Tea / Coffee Break  

11.45 - 12.20 3rd Speaker 
Urban  Youth and Crime Prevention: Report from the 4th 
UN-Habitat World Urban Forum - Juma Assiago – Senior 
Urban Youth Specialist at UN-Habitat 

12.20 - 12.45 4th Speaker 

Presentation Concerning the Work of Youth Initiatives 
Kenya  in the Slums of Nairobi - Anthony Gatonga  
Mugo - Events Organizer and Logistics Officer at Youth 
Initiatives Kenya 

12.45 - 13.00 Q&A Session  

13.00 - 13.15 Introduction to 
Working Groups Cristiana Conte 

 
13.15 - 14.45 
 

Lunch   

14.45 - 15.45 Working Groups First part of the workshop-session (please check list 
below) 

15.45 - 16.00 Tea / Coffee Break  

16.00 - 17.00 Working Groups 
Continuation 

Second part of the workshop-session (please check list 
below) 

17.00 - 17.45 
 

Plenary Session: 
Working Groups Co-
Presentations 

Written Recommendations 

17.45 - 18.00 Closing Ceremony Jamin S. Muliru (TAC) 
Michaela Almeida (UNOY Peacebuilders) 

18.00-… Reception & African 
Social Evening  
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Opening Speeches 

Prof. Louk de la Rive Box, Rector Institute of Social Studies (ISS) 
Thank you very much for getting the honour to say these few 

words here.  Here I am, welcome to this institute which 

engages in critical social science. We look at phenomena 

which sometimes are harsh, a phenomenon like the city of 

Goma, 600.000 inhabitants almost located right on the rift 

between different fuse of influence.  A city which is in the surroundings of who calls them 

self general Nkunda with 6000 of his fighters, fighting as he says against a force of Rwandan 

Hutu’s or whomever they are of an equal number of 6000 or 7000 fighters, 800 

representatives of the international community of the United Nations possibly more soon out 

of a total of the single largest contingent of the United Nations of 17.000 in the DRC 

(Democratic Republic of Congo),and then there is of course the normal army of the DRC of 

50.000 soldiers. All those people are at this moment in violent contact with each other and the 

city of Goma is at the heart of it and this phenomenon of the city of Goma you might say is 

exceptional yet if we take the topic of this conference too seriously it might not be so 

exceptional after all because cities, citizens, urban citizens are more and more hostage to 

forces be they governmental, non state forces. So it is cities which are taken hostage and it is 

therefore not just the violence of crime it is also orchestrated violence by large parties with 

international support. It was only a few years ago that a number of countries intervened in the 

DRC and it is still fresh in our memories, Angola might again intervene in the DRC, because 

the interest are huge especially in this region and so might Uganda and so might Rwanda and 

so might Zimbabwe again. And it is these conciliations that we are at this moment so 

concerned about and if we are at lose as an international community it is because we have 

lacked to start the intervention mechanism and it is this that we are discussing when we are 

discussing also urbanization and human security. I am very happy to see that the organizers of 

this conference have found excellent speakers to clarify the topic.  

I am very honoured as the rector of ISS that we may all welcome you here today and I want to 

complement UNOY or as it is commonly pronounced UNOY Peacebuilders for having co-

organized this conference.  Since I just became a grand-father I will have to excuse me and 

take on my grandfatherly duties so I will not be able to join you for the rest of this conference 

but I wish you all the very best and have a good time at ISS. 

Thank you very much.      
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Washington Katema, President of The African Student Committee (TAC) 
 

Ladies and gentlemen I welcome you all to this African 

Students Conference. 

What we are witnessing today in Africa is a tragedy 

recapping from where Professor de la Rive Box left, the 

crisis in the DRC Congo, down south the crisis in Zimbabwe 

where more than 4.000 people are dying every day due to HIV/ AIDS epidemic where 

employment rates is currently at eight per cent. Down to South-Africa where this homophobia 

phenomenon we have witnessed many people being killed and these are all tragedies of 

urbanization, expansion, physical expansion of cities without proportionate urban economic 

growth and because of a paralyses of here politic we have seen authoritarian development in 

the order of the day in many African cities. We have seen mass demolitions and folks 

evictions in Kibera. We have witnessed mass displacement in all major cities in Africa and 

the most affected are the weakest demographic segments of these populations, the women, the 

youth and the children.  

I am not going to try to run down like on the challenges been confronted by The African cities 

or the African continent but I just want to challenge this conference to come up with concrete 

alternatives to the challenges confronting the only continent we have, Africa. For we are the 

future, and the future began yesterday, it is our generational duty and obligation to rethink 

Africa for today and tomorrow.  Without wasting much of your time let me take this 

opportunity to thank the organizers of this conference, and also more importantly to thank our 

strategic partners who have made it possible for us to be here today to reach a new path for 

the continent, to be more concretely, I would like to take this opportunity to express our 

gratitude to Oxfam Novib, Cordaid, Stichting Woudschoten, The municipality of The Hague, 

city of peace and justice and the Institute of Social Studies. 

 It is also very sad and unfortunate that I will not be spending the whole day with you. I am 

leaving for Zimbabwe today and I wish you well in your future deliberations and I ask this 

conference again to minimize on slogans and focus on concrete alternatives to the crisis be 

sitting the cities in Africa. There is hope after all.  

Thank you       
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Wout Visser, UNOY Peacebuilders  
Distinguee guests, dear friends, and ladies and gentlemen as a chairman of 

the board of the United Network of Young Peacebuilders but also as a 

former participant to this conference I am thrilled to be standing here.  

Today this conference is having its tenth anniversary. So as a chairperson I 

would like to express my gratitude for all these people who have been 

involved for organizing these past events and made this a conference. It was 

actually very broadly and recognized as important time in the year for people who are 

committed to the issues on the agenda to convene and come together and discussing these 

issues and indeed also propose actions for future and this linking is actually very central to 

what the United Network of Young Peacebuilders is all about. Just to phrase our mission 

statement it is linking young people initiatives for peace and a global network of young peace 

builders to help empower their capacities to help increase their effectiveness of their actions 

so hopefully also this conference will be carried out in the light of that mission statement.  

The topics that have been on the agenda over the past ten years have all been related to the 

international decade of peace that will end in 2010, peace building youth and Africa being 

central themes to that. I am sure that the outcomes and proceedings of those conferences have 

actually contributed to the awareness of the wider population in the Netherlands but also 

others who are involved in the issues that are on the agenda so the relevance of this 

conference I think has been approved. You are an interested audience eager to share and learn 

and take up the challenge that youth are faced with.  All in all I think we have the ingredients 

to make this 10th event a very successful one. And I encourage you to have inspired open 

discussions about the very complex topics of today and create inaugurative workable 

prospective for tomorrow and the days after. And also I would like to express a big thank you 

to all who have been involved in organizing this, especially the Institute for Social Studies to 

host the conference not only today but also all previous years and of course our partner, The 

African Committee for being such a committed partner throughout these years.  And of course 

the sponsors, I would also like to say gratitude of UNOY Peacebuilders to Oxfam Novib, to 

Cordaid, to Stichting Woudschoten and the Municipality of The Hague for making this event 

possible and of course, last but not least the team of UNOY Peacebuilders who has put so 

much effort in to organizing all of this today, so thank you very much, I wish you a very 

successful conference today.        
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KEY-NOTE SPEAKERS 

Human security in an Urbanizing World; raising the issues.  

Isa Baud, professor of International Development Studies, University of 
Amsterdam. 
 

 

Isa Baud is a professor of the International Development Studies at 

the Department of Geography, Planning and International 

Development Studies of the University of Amsterdam. She was the 

first key-note speaker to take the stand and address the audience. 

 

 

 

The introduction by Isa Baud for the conference on Urbanization and Human Security was entitled 

Human security in an Urbanizing World; raising the issues.  

Professor Baud discussed how patterns of urbanization are moving towards the global South, and 

poverty is becoming increasingly urban. This is an important topic because more than half the world 

population currently lives in cities, and neither donor governments in the North nor governments in the 

global South are drafting policies to handle the urban poverty issues.  At present, a large proportion of 

the urban population in developing countries is living in unacceptable physical conditions and stark 

poverty. Local governments place their focus on improving their countries’ competitive status vis-à-

vis other cities in order to attract new investments, which this could lead to job expansion for many 

young people. However, such development processes are not very inclusive, as the poor are not seen 

as citizens who contribute to local urban economies.  Citizens are without any ‘rights to the city’, and 

they ought not to be excluded from any basic services and benefits. The speaker discussed the 

aforementioned issues and the reasons behind them.  

  

Complete speech below 

 

I want to talk about producing well being in an urbanizing world and that is a little different if you like 

the human security. I am going to talk particularly about the freedom from want. That is how people 

build up well being in a very difficult situation. So the central questions that I am going to address in 

my speech this morning are to look first at the current urban transformations and what do they mean. 

And this composes two areas: first of what I call the quality of life issues and the second how 

economic growth takes place and what this means for people who are actually building up their 

livelihood as we all know economic growth may be a preconditions but it is not necessarily a guaranty 
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that the results of economic growth is spread equally among many social groups.  Secondly I am going 

to ask the question why these issues of quality of life and economic growth are important for human 

well-being, and that actually is part of what I would call the everyday crisis, the everyday crisis that 

households in cities face to build up their livelihood in a condition, in a situation which actually makes 

it very difficult for them to do so presents them as they try to built up the wellbeing of their family. So 

aside or actually as part of the crisis that we have been discussing with the previous speakers I would 

like to talk about these everyday crisis and finally I would like to raise the question for the discussions 

you are going to have in the different workshops how can these issues be tackled as a challenge to you 

and from your experience and putting that a bit to the context.  

So what are the main issues that we are going to talk about?   

Half the world population now lives in cities, however defined because we not only talk about mega 

cities, we are also talking about small cities. Secondly the regional differentiation of this urban 

transformation is quite large so if you look at the growth of cities for the next 40 years it is going to be 

taking place mainly in Asia and in Africa because these are the continents the least urbanized at the 

moment overall. Finally urbanization has tended to be associated with the rich countries but if we look 

at what the future is going to bring us, 80 per cent of the population is going to be in the global south 

by 2030, so this is a major issues that needs to be tackled in which I have to say that the government, 

donor governments don’t recognize at all at the moment. There is very little attention given to urban 

issues. The international agencies are a bit better but even there it is not very high on the agenda and 

finally this means that the quality of life provision insuring that people have a good quality of life is a 

huge task and again there is not much attention or nearly enough attention given to this.  

If we locate the 30 largest cities in the world at the moment you’ll see that 16 of them are in Asia, we 

are talking now only about the mega cities, six are in south-America and five in Europe and North-

America but what we see in terms of a trend is 

that urbanization is rapidly moving south. This 

is just an illustration to show you were the 

largest cities are. These are to give a much better 

idea, globally of where the location is of these 

mega cities, you see it is in the south, South-

Asia, South-East Asia at the moment but this is 

going to change very rapidly. Now if we look 

more in what is happening in urban 

transformation in the south, as I said already half the world population lives in cities most of these 

mega cities are in the south? City populations tend to have discussion on whether cities grow by 

migration but this is a false picture in fact. A city grows equally by the people who were born in the 

city as well as by migration to major cities and this is something that has to be recognized. There are 

still people and policy makers who say if we can stop migration, if we can make rural development 
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effective than these cities won’t grow so much that  is just not going to happen because at least half the 

population that’s been born come from the city itself. Another point is that cities actually contribute 

most to national economies. This was actually brought out very forcefully and the world development 

report of 1999- 2000 already stated that cities were the motor for national development that is actually 

quite true and it is something to be recognized. It doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t talk about rural areas 

at all but we should be looking much more closely to how cities link to rural areas in terms of 

economic sectors, economic growth and economic flows. So the city has to be seen much more as a 

spill in the whole region and both as the same within the country and the central node as in the 

connection internationally of the economic growth. Cities in the south are very much cities of young 

people and I think particularly for you as UNOY Peacebuilders interested in youth and in the 

contribution of youth this is a very important point to remember and it presents a very important 

opportunity to work with youth and for a better future. 

Final point slums have poor and non-poor residence, 

we tend to equate slums with poverty this is very 

untrue in fact a research that we have been doing in 

some of the major cities in India has shown that 

much more clearly in terms of numbers but we have 

to remember that slum areas, informal settlements, 

are not only areas were you find poverty and 

desperation, no it is very much a combination of 

people building up their lives, building up their economic opportunities; also say small scale economic 

opportunities which we should take in account so slums are an opportunity as well as a negative 

situation.  

 

Now what kind of priorities should we be setting? There are a number of priorities when trying to deal 

with urban issues. First is what I call, quality of the living environment that has to do with the habitat 

issues. The second is what is the role of youth and what kind of futures can they build up? Third are 

employment and the urban economy, what can be done in that area? Forth is citizenship and collective 

action to what extend is citizenship recognized in different social groups to what extent can people 

mobilize themselves and make their wishes known?  And finally, governance, state and market, what 

is the relationship between governments, civil society and market forces?  

To start with the quality of living environment, we’re talking then about habitat issues. For a long time 

that was basically defined as housing and large programs were set up for social housing and many 

countries by national governments those to a large extent found great difficulty because they were 

relatively expensive so did not provide large scale housing for many people. The majority of the 

people still had self-built housing and also basic urban services. The fact that this illegal housing as it 

is called increasingly called by local governments is actually a threat to the people who live there not 



African Student Conference 2008 13 

because they themselves have to build it up, they do that in an instrumental fashion and they are 

usually very effective and efficient in terms of the funding they put in to that it is a threat to their right 

to the city because they are not recognized as legal residents of the city they are denied their 

citizenship right and this is actually one of the major threats that is going on and increasingly going on 

when we talk about issues like demolitions, like redevelopment of informal areas the rights of these 

people are being denied. Finally the lack of basic services threatened the 

health of everybody not just the people who live in those areas but of all 

urban citizens. 

The second issues is that of youth and their futures with half the city’s 

population under 18 there are a number of tasks facing local government, 

civil society, and others who are wanting to invest in youth. First the 

education of requirements, those are huge and they are expanding, expanding 

not only because youth want more education and in terms of enrolment you 

have the education for all initiatives under the Millennium Development 

Goals but also they want higher levels of education and that higher level of education has to be 

provided and who is going to provide that and who is going to finance that stuff and that is big issue. 

Secondly of course is the major area that of employment after having had your education so there is 

very strong pressure on local and national data markets and this has very strong implications for 

investment and patterns for investment because it means what you really need to do as local and 

national government is invest primarily in those areas where a great deal of employment can be 

created. So labour intensive employment, employment that matches the level of education among your 

youth and also say a variety of sectors so you need a diversity in your economy not only to built on 

one particularly sector. And finally of course young people start building their own families you need 

a huge expansion of housing so these are some of the major issues I think probably that you will 

recognize and will be taken up in the workshops this afternoon.  

When we look at employment in the city what is really that we need to recognize because this is talked 

about very easily without looking at the of employment that is created, available or should be created 

because that comes back to the investment I was talking about. You need to invest for different types 

of employment; you need accommodation of large scale and small-scale enterprises, enterprises 

working for the local and national market as well as those working for the export orientated market. 

You need formal employment, as well as non-protected employment at the moment because it is 

almost nowhere that the majority of the population works in formal employment. If we look at Africa, 

Sub-Saharan African cities it is less than 10 per cent of the people generally that work in formal 

employment. So 90 per cent of the people work in non-protected forms of employment. That means 

you really have to deal with that situation to provide safety and health standards to provide social 

support in a alternative fashion than what we tend to think off when we are talking about the formal 

labour market because that won’t work. It is not only in sub-Saharan African cities this is also the case 
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in India 88 per cent of the people there are still despite the economic growth in non- formal types of 

employment. So again this is a general issue. You also have division in the people who are working 

and those kind of division we need to recognize because the access to the labour market that they have 

are based on ethnic differences, gender differences on educational differences. And that is just 

something we have to deal with rather than trying to ignore. So this labour market is differentiated and 

the better we recognize that the better we can target our efforts in terms of development to match as 

much as possible of what kind of labour supply we have. Then I turn to the issue city government, the 

city government are very strategic in providing either a supportive situation or actually in an 

undermining the efforts of their citizens. So the basic question is what the city government do and who 

do they see as their main target group. This question of who the state recognizes as citizens is 

something which is fluid and has to do also with the political situation and the little trends. We were 

just talking about this before we started the conference. If you look for instance at capitol city’s people 

tend to organize in cities and you find that in capital cities because people are very vocal and relatively 

well organized but it is quite often that the opposition, which is empowering in capital cities. What 

does this do for the way that local governments deal with its citizens? This has to do with the 

relationship between local government and national government, and that is something that has been 

talked about very much and that is something that want to take up in future research because the 

opportunities local governments have are very much determined by what national governments will 

allow them or not allow them. For instance, an example is in Nairobi were earlier the opposition was 

in control and in fact the ministry of urban development took away the financing for the Nairobi city 

council therefore making it very difficult for them to actually provide the basic services for their 

citizens that they needed. So this kind of politics that goes on is something that we need to recognize 

and also perhaps to deal with it when we were talking about organizing collectively. Now the big 

opportunity we have in cities is that they can organize collectively and I think the kind of building that 

you are doing and the kind of networks you are forming nationally internationally are very good 

examples of that. And those are actually very important because it is actually the citizens of the city 

and the way that they organize which provides the basic support for building well-being in the people 

really cannot depend on outsiders to do it for them it is the urban population themselves which does it, 

however you can say at the collective level also a draw on this date for the private sector for some of 

the basic collective provisions and this is a big question. Who can you depend on can you depend on 

the state or do you have to depend on the private sector. This varies by country and city. There has 

been a big discussion on what we call public/private partnership in providing basic public goods. Now 

if you look at that from the large scale private sector where the private sector has a dominant position 

in providing public goods this actually prioritizes the middle class citizens, middle class groups rather 

than a low-income informal settlement. However the alternative is that people them self organize 

together with small-scale private sector to provide public goods. So that alternative the small scale 

private sector is something that given much less attention but actually is quite important and finally for 
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instance participatory management. So what are the urban challenges that you face in this conference, 

the first I think is in needing population needs. The second is actually to deal with the competition you 

have from what I call modernist ideas: elite ideas of your city as a beautiful city with only modern 

high buildings. Ignoring what is already there on the ground of this kind of modernist images contrast 

very highly with what exist and also ignores also parts of the city so you need to deal with that.   

                                             

I will discuss briefly some of the underlying causes of the current pattern of urbanization in Africa 

making use of a recent article by Carole Rakodi, who carried out a comparative study of seven African 

cities in the area of land tenure and housing, looking at formal and informal patterns of organization  

In colonial cities, the pattern of settlement was very segregated between the ‘colonial settlers’ and the 

African population; colonial cities followed more European standards of planning and provision, 

whereas African populations were limited in their living, working and investment possibilities in 

cities. Migration to the city was often prohibited and forced labour contribution as a substitute for tax 

payments were quite common. This meant that households were separated, with only working men 

allowed into the cities, and women and children remaining outside.  

Access to education was limited, and only those with such access had access to formal employment – 

many became later political leaders.  

After Independence, formal planning of African cities was linked to the ideas of the powerful, who 

wanted to expand European standards to the whole city. In practice, urban governments failed to 

provide services to everyone, and informal settlements became widespread as people moved to the 

cities.  

Situation worsened as African economies remained dependent on prices of basic export commodities, 

debt crises, and conflict became widespread across the continent. After the end of the Cold War, 

international financial agencies introduced SAP programmes, reducing role of the state and forcing 

governments to liberalize their economies. No formal welfare systems are in place for the majority of 

urban residents.  

o Informal systems are widespread – forms of economic organization among entrepreneurs.  

o Forms of household management – rotating savings and credit groups, shifting household 

members.  

o Forms of social support and solidarity – kinship groups, women’s groups, faith-based groups  

Alternative ‘social’ forms of service provision are built up in local communities, and unofficial ways 

of buying land, building houses, etc.  

These are some of the threats from insecurity and the first one is violence and how it affects living 

quality this could be neighbourhood violence for instance because of gangs, because of gangs 

controlling what happens in the neighbourhood and it can be crime. Secondly is the threat of insecurity 

for instance food insecurity and how it affects well-being, if you are not sure where your next meal is 

coming from you have to adapt your life style to a great degree. Third very important one is already 
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mentioned very briefly is tenure insecurity and how it affects household strategies in the short or long 

term. If you are building up your house to incrementally and suddenly there is a demolition you in fact 

lose a major part of the capitol that you have built up around your household. Capitol not only 

physical capitol but also social capitol cause you have to move from the area your children can’t go to 

school there you might lose your job etcetera. And finally the big question is what is the capability of 

the local government, in terms of the financing that they have, in terms of the people that they have, in 

terms of the training that they can obtain to deal with this threats. Do they recognize them and do they 

have the capability of dealing with them and that is a major question.      

 

Thank you!
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Introduction to Urbanisation and Human Security  

Charlotte Lemanski, Department of Geography, University College London 
 

 

Charlotte Lemanski, lecturer at the University College 

London, was the second key-note speaker to take the stand 

and give an introduction to Urbanisation and Human 

Security. 

 

 

Dr. Lemanski stated that since 2008 the United Nations has estimated half of the world’s population 

lives in cities (compared to less than a third 50 years ago).  

In her speech, she addressed the fact that urbanisation is particularly rapid in the global South, 

especially in sub-Saharan African and Southeast Asia. Concurrently, in the post-Cold War era, global 

'security studies' has recognised the need to incorporate a 'human' dimension to their analysis, focuses 

on the rights of citizens to function with freedom from 'want' and freedom from 'fear'.  Human 

insecurity is particularly evident in the growing metropolis of Africa - from Lagos to Nairobi and 

Johannesburg, where urban dwellers are divided between the elite cocooned in gated communities that 

are protected by private security, and the poor living on the physical and socio-economic margins of 

the city, and often in poorly-serviced slums that are sometimes controlled by violent vigilante groups.  

Alongside this growth in private and vigilante security, there has been a corresponding decline of 

confidence in public security enforcement mechanisms, recognised as inefficient and in some contexts, 

corrupt.  This idea of security privatisation carries implications for the future of African cities, 

particularly on issues relating to citizenship and governance.   

 

Complete speech below 

 

Key concepts of the presentation are Urbanisation and Human Security. The Empirical trends in Africa 

are (1) Divided cities (2) Private security and (3) Failure of public security. 

 

Implications for citizenship and governance of African cities 

Urbanization is currently a major issue and buzzword across international debates and forums – for 

example, the most recent World Development Report ‘Reshaping economic geography’ (2009 – only 

just released) focuses on urbanisation - arguing that well managed urbanisation is the key to economic 

growth in some of the world’s poorest regions. Since 2008 the United Nations has estimated that half 
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of the world’s population lives in cities (compared to less than a third 50 years ago) and there are 

predictions that by 2030, 60% of the world’s population will be urban.  

Given that American and Western European urbanization levels have peaked and established at 

approx. 3/4s of the population – where will this growing urbanization come from? 

Current urbanization is concentrated largely in sub-Saharan African and south-east Asia. Sub-Saharan 

Africa is the world’s least urbanized continent, with on average only one-third of the population living 

in urban areas. 

 

This map shows the current level of urbanisation as a % 

of the total population in a country – indicating that 

although most of central and Eastern Africa remain 

predominantly rural, parts of western and southern 

Africa have over 40% of the population living in urban 

areas. Focusing just on sub-Saharan Africa (many of the 

Saharan African nations have long been urban because 

of their desert topographies) - at the start of this decade - 

only Congo, Djibouti, Gabon, Mauritania and South Africa had urban majorities; but by the end of the 

current decade, nine sub-Saharan nations will pass the 50 per cent urban mark – including the major 

urban agglomerations of Lagos, Johannesburg, Kinshasa, Abidjan and Nairobi. Thus, Africa is no 

longer the rural continent of its past. 

Furthermore, while almost two-thirds of the African population is still rural, urban growth rates in sub-

Saharan Africa stand at nearly 4% a year – with sound countries experiencing urban growth rates of up 

to 10%, meaning that cities are doubling in population every ten years – and thus Africa is 

experiencing the most rapid urbanization in the world. 

 

This map over-states the size of countries or regions 

in which urbanisation is predicted to grow. What is 

very dramatically shows is that Africa is 

experiencing significant urbanisation compared to 

the rest of the world (excluding Asia).  West Africa 

(and Nigeria in particular) is particularly evident as a 

fast urbanising country. Although Africa might 

currently be predominantly rural – these predictions 

indicate that Africa and Asia currently represent the fastest growing urban areas.  Based on current 

urbanization rates, Africa's share of the world's urban population will increase from 10 to 17 per cent 

between 2000 and 2015 (United Nations Population Division 2001). Although the world has witnessed 

such urbanisation in the past – notably in the 19th and 20th century urbanisation of Western Europe 

Urbanisation level (%) in Africa

Current level of 
urbanization as 
a percentage of 
total population

United Nations Population Division, 2001

Urbanisation trends, 2002-2015

www.worldmapper.org

Territory size 
shows the 

proportion of all 
extra people that 
will start living in 

urban areas 
between 2002 
and 2015, in 

each territory
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and America – there are some fundamental differences to the urbanisation currently being experienced 

in Africa.  

Firstly, both the rate of current urbanisation and the absolute numbers of urban population growth in 

sub-Saharan Africa is significantly faster and higher than European urbanisation some hundred years 

ago. Secondly, although European urbanization faced similar problems of poverty to contemporary 

Africa – this was mitigated by the economic growth that urbanisation brought to Europe – whereas 

Africa’s urbanisation is not bringing the same levels of economic success needed to alleviate urban 

poverty. Thus, already-overburdened and under-resourced African cities are struggling to provide 

sufficient services and infrastructure to meet the needs of all new urban residents – such as roads, 

housing, water, sewage, electricity, education, health. 

One of the implications of this rapid urbanisation without economic growth or sufficient infrastructure 

– has been the rise in slums, with the United Nations estimating that 1 billion people in the world live 

in slums (one-third of the global urban population) – predicted to double over the next 30 years. In 

sub-Saharan Africa, 72 per cent of urban residents live in slums (according to UN-Habitat). 

 

Human Security 

 

The idea of a ‘security studies’ emerged in the 

post-war period as a sub-discipline of 

international relations. 

Security studies focuses on the state and its 

power, in particular its military force.  At an 

empirical level, security studies were initially 

dominated by the cold war era of security 

agendas dictated by fears of nuclear 

Armageddon.  In recent decades, in particular the 

post-Cold War context, alongside the growing globalisation of international politics and economics - 

security studies have broadened their scale to embrace global institutions and processes that exist 

beyond the state and outside the military. However, this national and global-dominated security 

agenda has been challenged for being dominated by issues related to international peace and for 

focusing exclusively on the security of states and governments – and thus ignoring the realities of 

people’s experiences of security. Thus in the 1980s a ‘human security’ approach emerged, arguing that 

people rather than nation-states are the principal point of reference, and that the security of states is a 

means to an end rather than an end in itself. This focus on humans and non-military factors argues that 

in an increasingly interdependent world, the security of people in one part of the world depends on the 

security of people elsewhere. International peace and security is thus ultimately constructed on the 

foundation of people who are secure. The concept of human security received official international 

Key Concepts: Human Security

Security Studies (1950s)

State Power (e.g. military)

National borders

Human Security (1980s)

People (not states)

Regional and local scale

Recognition :
• 1994 UNDP HDR

• 2004 UN-Human Security Unit 

• 2008 UN thematic debate 

Definition:

• Context: Failure of state

• Freedom from want and fear

Criticisms:

• Vague and broad term
• Human development by                    

another name
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recognition through the 1994 UNDP Human Development Report, and in 2001 the United Nations 

established a Commission on Human Security, which became the Human Security Unit (HSU) in 

2004, with the objective of mainstreaming human security issues in all UN activities.  In May 2008, 

the United Nations New York Headquarters held a thematic debate on human security, with 

involvement from 40 member states, indicating recognition of human security as a key international 

theme. Despite this recognition, no precise definition of human security exists beyond its focus on 

‘humans’ rather than ‘states’. Broadly, the human security approach shifts attention away from the 

military defence of national borders from external threats, towards a focus on the safety and security of 

individuals.  Furthermore, while security studies historically understood citizens as solely at risk from 

external threats – human security argues that many citizens’ main security risk comes from their own 

governments rather than external threats per se. Indeed, since the end of the Cold War, human security 

has been shaped less by wars between states and more by armed conflict within states. With 90 percent 

of conflicts now taking place within states, people are now much more likely to be killed or injured as 

a result of the failure of a state to maintain the rule of law within its own territory than its inability to 

defend its borders from attacks by other state. In other words – human security is interested in the 

failure of the state to protect its citizens from domestic concerns rather than to protect citizens from 

international problems per se. 

A common definition used to explain the focus of human security is the focus on the rights of citizens 

to function with freedom from 'want' and freedom from 'fear'. 

Human security agendas therefore focus on protecting people from situations and threats in which 

their security is jeopardised in terms of material needs as well as physically violent contexts – for 

example, landmines, armed civil conflict, HIV/AIDS, environmental degradation, poverty.  In 

addition, Policies to protect human security focus on strategies that strengthen domestic institutions 

(rather than rely on military force). This a largely developmental approach – i.e. empowering citizens 

to overcome insecure contexts such as violent conflict, weak access to education and health, and 

vulnerability to disaster by strengthening local institutions and developing local capacity.   

Human security is criticized for being a very broad concept that seems synonymous with human 

development (i.e. achieving human rights, good governance and full access to services).  Although the 

breadth of human security definitions have led some commentators to suggest that its all-

encompassing nature renders it so vague and meaningless that it offers little more than “hot air” (Paris, 

2001; King and Murray, 2002), others believe its broad interpretation provides its strongest asset. 

 

So, how does this concept of human security apply to urban areas, particularly in sub-Saharan 

Africa? 

 

Cities actually provide a strong example of the rationale for a human security agenda. The fact that 

people living in major cities and slums experience everyday violence and threats confirms the need to 
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focus security outside of formal international armed conflicts. Furthermore, given that the majority of 

people now live in cities – and Africa is a rapidly urbanizing continent - if human security is interested 

in individual’s freedom from fear and want – then it needs to focus on the location of most humans – 

and as cities continue to grow and attract a growing share of the population, then the focus of human 

security seems to inevitably require a specific focus on cities.  Even beyond these statistics, the 

specific social, psychological, physical and behavioural changes associated with urbanization – appear 

to contribute towards increased human insecurity for urban dwellers. For example, high levels of 

violence affect cities — and as urban areas are prominent hubs of power – urban clashes can easily 

trigger large-scale violence between groups – and cities are the primary sites of terrorist activity, gang 

warfare and crime. As a result, human security is increasingly at risk in urban environments, and rapid 

urbanization is already shaping trends in global peace and security. For example, armed violence is 

increasingly taking place in sprawling hillside slums, involving adolescent boys with automatic 

weapons, corrupt police officers determined to “clean up” city streets, or vigilante groups who take 

justice into their own hands.  

Furthermore, urban dwellers are increasingly divided between the elite cocooned in gated communities 

that are protected by private security on the one hand, and the poor living on the physical and socio-

economic margins of the city, often in poorly-serviced slums that are a breeding ground for violence. 

At the root of human security in the urban context are perceptions that the rapid rise of urbanisation 

has contributed to the failure of public security (i.e. the inability of the state to protect its citizens from 

domestic threats) – which in turn has enabled such violent and insecure contexts to arise.  In the 

absence of public security – urban dwellers look elsewhere for security provision – be that vigilante 

groups or gated communities. The basic social contract of the state is that the government will provide 

the necessary security required by citizens. There is a failure of public security when official 

authorities lack the will or ability to maintain the basic levels of personal safety required by citizens. 

The failure of public security occurs in countries that are experiencing conflict and those that are not. 

The violent threats faced by people living in cities with failed public security and endemic community 

violence, and those living in cities experiencing open armed conflict, are comparable. Cities with 

endemic everyday community violence and cities besieged by war are among the most dangerous 

places in the world to live. 

Examples of the failure of public security range from: 

Losing territorial control of some physical spaces in the city due to violent clashes – where public 

security forces are physically unable to enter these areas. This is a defining feature of civil wars (e.g. 

the DRC, the Darfur region of Sudan) – but territorial loss of control is equally demonstrated in urban 

areas – for example, the police are often unwilling to enter violent slums in many contexts; and even if 

willing to physically enter them – are unwilling to engage with violent clashes. For example, taxi wars 

in Cape Town a few years ago – police unwilling to get involved in violent clashes between different 

what was perceived as a domestic fight between different township taxi leaders. 
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The growth of organized crime, with drug cartels and human trafficking networks increasingly based 

in well-positioned cities has flourished in the context of failed public security. By operating through 

transnational criminal networks, these groups effectively super cede the national sovereignty of the 

state – with authorities powerless to control them – and their grip on communities can be bloody.  

The failure of the state to control urban spaces within its territory can lead to endemic community 

violence, with devastating impacts on civilians. When the state cannot provide for the needs of its 

citizens, the security void is increasingly filled by local gangs, and militia groups that seek to exert 

control over defined urban spaces.  

Inadequate police force – many municipal governments lack the capacity to provide public security for 

rapidly growing urban populations – being unable to recruit enough officers to keep up with the needs 

of growing cities, producing alarmingly low police-to-citizen ratios. 

 

In addition to a failure of public security – there is a corresponding decline of confidence in public 

security enforcement mechanisms, recognised as inefficient and corrupt in some contexts – and this 

decreased confidence in turn feeds into the failure of public security. 

The failure of public security and public distrust of security forces can be mutually reinforcing 

phenomena – as citizens perceive declining standards of public security they choose to rely on other 

methods of security – thus further contributing to the failure of public security.  

Widespread distrust of security forces operating in urban areas can stem from three main sources. The 

first is their known or suspected collusion with gangs in criminal activity. Security officers have long 

been known to participate in the illicit drug trade, and to provide arms or information — or turn a 

blind eye — to criminal activity in many cities.  

The second is an excessive use of force against people on the streets and in police custody. In extreme 

cases, this includes torture, rape and unlawful killings. The third is the practice of targeting minorities, 

young people and marginalized groups for security crackdowns – for example, in 2002, the Kenyan 

police arbitrarily arrested hundreds of refugees from Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo who were living in Nairobi’s approximately 130 slums, in a massive military-style 

operation. 

Such operations not only exacerbate insecurity and mistrust in communities, but also undermine the 

legitimacy of state security forces … * When security forces are unable or unwilling to protect cities, 

residents are left to provide their own security. 

 

In many cities, security has become a private commodity among wealthy elites. In South Africa, for 

example, the number of private security guards has increased by 150 percent since 1997, compared to 

a 2.2 percent decrease in the number of police officials in the same period.  Even state police forces 

there have turned to private security companies to protect some police stations. At the same time, 

gated residential enclaves — heavily guarded urban fortresses with sophisticated alarm systems, 
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electric fences, surveillance cameras and private security guards — are increasingly common in 

societies that are highly divided. Again, South Africa has witnessed a rapid increased in gated 

communities – particularly in Johannesburg – as residents choose to rely on private mechanisms to 

secure themselves and their property from the insecurity inherent in the ‘outside’ city. 

Ever-growing demand for elite security has fuelled the growth of a lucrative, but often unregulated, 

private security sector in many African countries. The growth of this private security can undermine 

public security in two contrasting ways.  

In some cases, private security guards are better armed than public forces, but less bound by standards 

of conduct and less well trained – and therefore less reliable, particularly given the low rates of pay – 

meaning that the state police also need to monitor the actions of private security guards. Despite 

concerns regarding lack of regulation, private security is better funded and resourced than the public 

sector in many cases – and thus can respond more quickly to crimes. For example in South Africa 

residents experiencing burglary will contact their private security provider before contacting the policy 

– thus further undermining and reducing the effectiveness of publicly provided security. 

On the other end of the spectrum, those who are unable to afford private security services may 

community organizations to provide protection for residents. These groups are often peaceful and 

inclusive, such as neighbourhood watch groups, but in other cases they may employ armed violence as 

a means of community defence — for example, citizens’ militias and protection rackets. In Cape Town 

the PAGAD gang wreaked havoc on the city of Cape Town in 2000 – setting bombs off in busy areas 

– albeit in the name of ‘People Against Gangsterism and Drugs’ 

 

The failure of public security and consequent 

privatisation of security has implications for the future 

of African cities, particularly in terms of citizenship 

and governance 

 

CITZENSHIP – by choosing reliance on private and 

vigilante security, citizens are not only indicating their 

lack of trust in public security, but at a much broader 

level are distancing themselves from the state as a 

whole.  As citizens become decreasingly reliant on public security - citizens are effectively promoting 

the primacy of their own power as a private citizen and rejecting any notion of civic responsibility and 

duty, which would require submitting to the state. 

 

GOVERNANCE – this has implications for urban governance, as increasingly urban citizens are 

disinterested in active engagement with their local state. This goes completely against the 

Future of African Cities?
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secure cities in 
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contemporary emphasis on participatory urban governance as the ideal mechanism for producing 

secure cities, as urban dwellers do not wish to engage with the state. 

 

How can we build secure cities in Africa? 

Research has indicated that in order to build secure cities that protect citizens human security in the 

context of rapid urbanisation cities need: the resources to produce effective public security (perhaps in 

partnership with private sector); to somehow promote inclusive, participatory governance despite the 

obvious constraints to this. But most importantly, it is crucial that the link between security and 

development are recognised in the urban context. In particular, we need to better understand the 

profound implications that rapid urbanization holds for the human security agenda. 

 

Thank you! 
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Safer Cities: Young people in Africa 

Mr. Juma Assiago Urban safety and Youth expert, UN-Habitat, Nairobi, 
Kenya 
 

Mr. Juma Assiago, Senior Urban Youth Specialist at the UN-

Habitat Nairobi, Kenya.  He began his speech by mentioning 

the main outcomes of the Youth World Urban Forum held in 

Beijing, China, in November 2008 followed by his lecture on 

a global context for concern about the plight of young people 

in urban settings, the extent and nature of those problems for 

African youth, and the urgency of the need for widespread and 

concerted action. ‘While all young people in Africa are affected by rapid urbanisation, deteriorating 

health and economic and social conditions, the paper focuses on the most vulnerable youth - young 

people whose background places them ‘at risk’ of future offending and victimisation. There is already 

a huge increase in youth crime and deviance among young people in the region. The concern here is 

with the serious impact of recent global and regional trends on the most vulnerable young people and 

the communities in which they live, and on their capacity to participate in their own societies and be 

included, productive, and fulfilled citizens’. Mr. Assiago stated.  

 

Complete speech below 

 

Africa is currently undergoing multiple crises, social, economic and political.  And all these 

interconnect or interpenetrate each other.  But in relative terms the political crisis is valorized to have 

priority and significance for the people over the other crises because, in Africa power is over priced 

and it has become the arena of contestation in a most vicious or anarchical manner- Rwanda, 

Democratic Republic of Congo and Somalia are classical cases. 

The clamour for democratisation by the West has thrown up a plethora of civil associations and groups 

in the campaign for democracy and better governance.  It however remains to be seen whether that is 

what the African toiling people actually wanted or whether their struggles were truncated or 

misdirected.. (Wamba-dia-Wamba, 1993; Amin, 1994).. especially in this moment when Africa is 

experiencing a renewed hope that democracy actually works following Barack Obama’s victory in the 

United States…what an irony!..  

 

As research shows, by 2030, it is estimated that over 60 percent of the world's population will live in 

cities, and that 60 percent of urban dwellers will be under the age of eighteen.  

This affirms the new way of looking at cities not just as locations and therefore build environments but 

also as ways of life. In this perspective, research also shows that contrary to the notion of young 
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people that many national and international youth policies and youth forums reflect, young people in a 

city are not homogenous and indeed consists of young people from different class backgrounds with 

diverse understandings and experiences of class and in particular, different levels of access to the 

global economy. In UN-HABITAT’s perspective, this informs the need to address social exclusion 

and vulnerability of young people in a perspective of poverty reduction. 

In our rapidly urbanizing world, children and youth often form a majority of urban populations, living 

in increasingly over-crowded and dangerous environments, yet without access to the basic human 

rights to which there is overwhelming agreement they are entitled, and largely excluded from 

participation in the decision-making which affects their present and future prospects. They are a fast 

growing population, who will shape the future for cities around the world, yet they have almost no 

voice in urban governance. 

The overall purpose therefore for UN-HABITAT’s approach to youth and children in urban settings is 

to stimulate and promote dialogue and action by outlining the arguments for giving children and 

youth, particularly the most vulnerable a far greater role in urban governance.  

My presentation contextualises this dialogue in a perspective of urban crime and violence in cities. 

This is drawn by the fact that youth crime and violence is exponentially increasing in both cities of the 

North and the South and that it consists of a large concern of governments in both spheres that 

increasingly are confronted with challenges of how to address the plight of young people who by their 

circumstances, lifestyles and behaviours fall into crime and violence. The recent upsurges in Paris and 

Sao Paulo are still fresh in our minds, similar trends in both scenarios demonstrating spates of violence 

linked to dissatisfaction of young people in their involvement in policy formulation that impacts on 

their livelihoods – indeed what I attempt to describe as “modern undeclared urban warfare” in the 

sense that it has similarities with civil war and is a reflection of the inefficiencies of public policies to 

create a civilized environment that provide opportunities to all for a decent life. 

 

The livelihood alternatives provided by the organized crime are basically the same that spurs similar 

trends in Africa, Europe, Asia and the rest of Latin America. This time it was a big city – Paris and 

Sao Paulo, in Colombia it is in the mountains, in Darfur it is in the camps, in the US it is in the shade 

of the big urban centres, and so on. Nothing new or unusual as phenomena here in my view. Just a 

different flavour of a continued trend witnessed over the past decade, only increasing in intensity and 

media coverage. 

The context of the entire paper however is urbanization and human security. I intend to use these two 

parameters to illustrate the extent and nature of these phenomena for Africa youth and to explore the 

value of bringing a crime prevention lens to the challenges posed by urbanization at the beginning of a 

truly ‘Urban Century”. I will be doing so in the context of the work of UN-Habitat’s Safer Cities 

Programme on urbanization, the inclusive city, the problems of urban youth, and issues of governance 

and youth participation. My objective is three-fold.  First to present the urban setting as the arena in 
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which current crime prevention thinking is focusing more, advancing crime prevention as an issue of 

urban governance. Second, that youth crime and violence is increasing exponentially not just across 

Africa but in all continents of the world with a common denominator of social exclusion and that in 

the face of this exclusion, the most marginalized categories of young people are beginning to seek 

increasing political relevance in the context of their own economic and material hardships.  Third, that 

there is now ample and accumulating evidence in developed and developing countries that the 

conditions under which children and young people grow up are crucial for their mental and physical 

health, and emotional, social and intellectual development.  

The two immediate issues that arise from this are:  first, who are the most marginalized young people 

in urban settings in Africa, often defined as ‘at risk’?  Second, why an urban governance focus?  

 

The central thrust of my contention is that the most marginalized categories of young people are new 

political actors in Africa politics, whose informal social friendship networks demonstrate values of 

solidarity and ownership, fundamental to values of citizenship and often not seen any more in formal 

societal structures. These categories of young people are essentially not ‘problems’ to be managed but 

‘resources’ to be developed  and whose role and interest need to be studied or understood in the era of 

transitions and the new forms of struggle for democracy in Africa. They can be manipulated or 

captured to serve specific interests and they can also be genuinely used as part of a vanguard for 

democracy. To achieve the latter objective will require a reconstruction of their narrow and limited 

passion and sentiments, their ideological base and their social relationship to the rest of the civil 

society, who only momentarily want to relate with them in any civil or organized form. 

        

Challenges facing youth in Africa cities: 

o Growing urban poverty 

o High levels of unemployment 

o Changing family patterns 

o Deteriorating environmental and health conditions 

o Past legacies 

o Deteriorating services 

o Breakdown of social controls 

 

The specific case of youth at risk: 

o Risks are associated with individual families and their children, others with the kind of area or 

neighbourhood in which they grow up. 

o While there are many common risk factors, some groups of young people have specific needs 

because of their experiences and exposure. 

 



African Student Conference 2008 28 

The specific categories of youth at risk: 

o Young offenders and young people already in conflict with the law (Youth ganga, Violent 

youth, Young offenders in institutions or returning to the community) 

o Street children 

o Substance abusers 

o Sexually eploited young women/men 

o War effected children and youth 

o Young women or men who are victims of HIV/AIDS 

 

The cumulative impact of these cross-cutting problems on cities, and on the growing numbers of youth 

affected by them, is enormous. The breakdown of social controls in the family, schools, and 

neighbourhoods has contributed to increased crime and insecurity in urban areas. The development of 

ghettos and areas of lawlessness controlled by local gangs and racketeers, and increasing numbers of 

street children, have resulted in an increasing resort to deterrent and tough criminal justice responses, 

as well as private security and vigilantism.  

 

For youth, their prospects for a safe and healthy future are minimal. They have a greatly reduced life-

expectancy, almost no expectation of legitimate employment, and are further stigmatized, socially 

excluded and criminalized.  Such young people are aware of their exclusion and inferior status from 

an early age.  

  

This entails a New Perspective About Youth and Children that Scientists, practitioners, and educators 

agree on: That Youth and children are resources to be developed; they are not problems to be 

managed. That this vision replaces the traditional deficit model of children and adolescents which is a 

model of disease and prevention. In the deficit view, people see children as broken or as destined to be 

broken and feel that they need to fix them or prevent these problems from occurring. 

 

The Positive Youth Development Perspective that the Safer Cities approach adapts affirms that : 

All children and youth have strengths 

All families, school, and communities have assets –or the “nutrients” or “building blocks” of healthy, 

positive development Aligning – creating a good fit – between child strengths and ecological assets 

will promote positive youth development. At the heart of this Safer Cities approach is attitudinal 

change that promotes the following attributes of Positive Youth  and Children Development: 

To-date, the Safer Cities Programme of UN-HABITAT has implemented this approach in several pilot 

cities worldwide, and in particular mainly in Africa. 

Against this experience, the Safer Cities Programme has assessed the growing problems besetting 

children and youth in urban environments, the urgency of the need for action, and the arguments for 
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supporting their participation in urban governance, including those based on their human rights. It has 

also reviewed existing commitments and action globally, and some of the emerging models of 

participation in some cities which have proved to be viable ways of increasing the participation of 

children and youth, both nationally and locally.  The review has also been informed by global 

initiatives by member states that have happened concurrently, including the Millennium Summit, the 

Secretary General’s Initiative on Youth Employment, the Children’s Summit, and the World Youth 

Programme of Action. This assessment and experience sharing has to-date happened for the Region of 

Africa (In June 2002, Port Elizabeth) and for Latin America and the Caribbean (in October 2004). The 

results are   captured in the framework of regional strategies on young people in Africa and Latin 

America and the Caribbean and a Policy Dialogue on Youth, Children and Urban Governance.  It is 

intended to be read by governments at all levels - national, regional and local – as well as civil society. 

It places a particular focus on the role of local government in cities around the world, since these have 

the most immediate impact on the lives of their citizens, and outlines some of the steps which can be 

taken.  

 

Overall, this analysis demonstrates the urgency of the need for action directed to the needs of children 

and youth in urban settlements across the globe. The huge and rapid increases in the numbers of urban 

poor means that very high proportions of urban children and youth are living in intolerable 

environmental and social and economic circumstances. They are denied adequate shelter, services, 

health, education, leisure, and employment opportunities. While there is still considerable family and 

community support and care in some informal settlements, the appalling living standards rarely offer 

adequate socialisation structures.[i] Poverty, and the lack of legitimate employment, leave then 

vulnerable to exploitation, to alcohol or drug abuse, gang violence, and risky sexual behaviours and 

infection, while the global values of consumption and competition are beginning to impact even the 

most disadvantaged.  

 

[i] See for example, Swart-Kruger (2002). 

  

There is now ample and accumulating evidence in developed and developing 

countries that the conditions under which children and young people grow up are 

crucial for their mental and physical health, and emotional, social and intellectual 

development.i The quality of early childhood care and conditions, and parental and 

family relationships, are especially important.  

Whatever the country, therefore, there are common factors which place children and young people at 

risk of becoming involved in crime and of being victimized. These risk factors also vary with gender. 

                                                
i See for example: Shaw, M. (2001). Investing in Youth: International Approaches to Preventing Crime and Victimization. 
Montreal: International Centre for the Prevention of Crime. 
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Young girls and young women are exposed to different sets of experiences from boys and young men 

as they grow up. The common protective factors which strengthen children and young people’s 

resilience in the face of difficult living conditions have also been clearly identified. They include such 

things as good parenting, a stable and supportive home environment, a healthy and supportive 

environment, and good school achievement.ii 

In Africa, there is overwhelmingly evidence of the presence of such risk factors among children and 

young people growing up in urban settings. Severe urban overcrowding and decay, increasing poverty 

and unemployment, family and community breakdown, on-going wars, disease, child and youth 

exploitation, and trans-national trafficking and crime are multiplying the severity and range of risks to 

which children and young people in African cities are exposed, and call for urgent action.  

 

Future key steps for HABITAT –roadmap to World Urban Forum 2010 in Rio, Brazil: 

o Establishment of an international youth-led Urban Development Platform 

o Establishment of a Global Youth Crime Prevention Award 

o Establishment of a Youth Advisory Forum for UN-Habitat Partners Section 

o Establishment of an Youth Innovation Fund 

 

Safer cities Priorities: 

o Streamlining good youth and children responses into urban development practice from a 

perspective of social exclusion 

o Young people and urban spaces in the contet of security policies: public space, urban 

planning, informal settlement upgrading 

o Post conflict issues and contet: development of adapted tools 

o Guidelines, trainig manual, monitoring tools – Evaluation 

o Scale up field interventions and make better use of network 

  

  

Thank you! 

 

                                                
ii See Hawkins et al., (2000) Predictors of Youth Violence. Washington: OJJDP US Dept of Justice; Shaw op cit., and Shaw, 
M. & Tschiwula, L. (2002). ‘Developing citizenship among urban youth in conflict with the law.’ Environment and 
Urbanization, 14 (2) October 59-70. 
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Post-election violence in Kenya 

Mr. Anthony Gatonga Mugo (YIKE) Events organizer and logistic officer 

 
 
Mr. Anthony Gatonga Mugo works for Youth Initiatives Kenya (YIKE). He is 

the event’s organizer and logistic officer of the organization. His speech for the 

African Students Conference focused on the post-election violence in Kenya, 

as well as his role during the post-election violence period. For example: 

�  Logistical arrangements  

�  Mobilizing communities for peace building activities.  

 
 
Youth Initiatives- Kenya is a non-profit organization that supports youth 

groups’ small businesses in low-income areas of Nairobi. Besides responding to Post Election 

Violence YIKE supports peace building and small business of Youth through: 

• Trainings 

• Issuance of Small Business grants 

• Running a Youth desk Project that links youth Businesses to financing 

 

Speech:  

Today I want to focus on the post-election violence and how it affected our country. Most of you 

might know about the disputed presidential elections that we had in late December/early January 

2007-2008 in Kenya.  

 

In Kenya, low-income areas are prone to violence due to hopelessness caused by chronic poverty. 

Young people in these areas are involved in crime and were actively involved in the Post Election 

Violence. I was born in the slums of Nairobi and the presidential candidate who were competing, one 

from my community and another from community. Our president from our community was the sitting 

president by then and in Africa you can hardly move a sitting president.  
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I could see youth I grew up with destroying houses, destroying their neighbourhood and a question 

came to my mind what can we do about this. We lost about a thousand Kenyans in a period of one 

week and a lot of property was destroyed. This is a place I well know I was brought up here. 

 

However, some of the Young people took an active role in restoring peace. YIKE worked with these 

youth.  

Activities carried out during Post Election Violence Period were Peace tournaments, Dialogue 

between conflicting communities. We first started doing dialogues in communities in a slum called 

Dandora. I was organized just after the elections and MP was shot. It was the most successful dialogue 

we had and there was no violence after this dialogue.  And Peace marches through the slums with 

youth from different communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dialogue)    (Dialogue) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Peace march)                                           (Community reconciliation event) 

 

So as young people here I want to call upon you, you remember what happened the other day in 

America, that is our own. And I want to elude that YES, WE CAN!! As young people we can bring 

change and perhaps we will have a very peaceful world in the near future. If young people continue 

talking and looking for solutions to conflicts, I believe we will have a very peaceful future.  

Thank you!   
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WORKING GROUPS OVERVIEW  
 
 
Workshop title 

 
Facilitator 

 
Room number 

Urban Local Governance Dr. Nicholas Awortwi, 
Senior Lecturer in 
Development Management, 
ISS. 

2.01 

Gender Issues in Urban 
Settings / Urban Gender-
based Violence 

Dr. Thanh-Dam Truong, 
Associate Professor of 
Women, Gender and 
Development, ISS. 

3.01 

Overcoming Youth Urban 
Unemployment / Education 
Opportunities and Career 
Guidance for Youth in Urban 
Areas 

Dr. Olaf Erz, Country 
Manager, International 
Institute for Communication 
and Development (IICD). 

3.14 

Applicability of 
Peacebuilding to Youth in 
Urban Settings: Case Studies  
 

Mr. Anthony Gatonga, 
Events Organizer and 
Logistics Officer, YIKE. 

3.26 

Public and Private Security 
Provision in Urban Spaces 
 

Dr. Joop de Wit, Senior 
Lecturer in Public Policy and 
Development Management, 
ISS. 

3.39 

Case Study and Discussion 
(The Correlation between 
Corruption, Impunity and 
Misuse of Resources and 
Insecurity) 

Mr. Victor Were, Finance 
Officer, Kenya Youth 
Foundation (KYF). 
 
 

4.01 

HIV/AIDS and Other 
Infectious Diseases in Urban 
Settings and Slums 
 

Mr. Ronald Kiberu, Master 
of Human Resources 
Management, ISS. 
 

4.14 

Role of National / Local 
Governments in Addressing 
Urban Youth Challenges  
 

Dr. Juma Assiago, Senior 
Urban Youth specialist, UN-
Habitat, Kenya. 

4.25 

 
NOTES:  

�  All Working Groups addressed their particular themes from the perspective of BUILDING 

PEACE IN AFRICA. 

�  Recommendations for the plenary session are expected from each working group.  
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Workshop 1: Local Urban Governance  

Dr. Nicholas Awortwi, Senior Lecturer in Development Management, Institute 
of Social Studies (ISS). 
 
Africa is the least urbanised continent in the world but given its historically unprecedented growth rate 

of 5% per annum for the past two decades, it is estimated that by 2020, urban population would be at 

par with Asia at 53%. With the strong correlation between urbanisation and economic growth, 

successful management of the process has the potential to reduce poverty substantially. However, in 

Africa, urbanization is haphazardly managed hence its negative symptoms of slums, crimes, 

unemployment, complex poverty, and insecurity are frequently highlighted more than its potentials for 

structural transformation and economic growth.  As population and land areas increase, economies, 

socio-political systems and governance structures come under pressure. While very little attempt has 

been made to restructure urban governance structures to enable them keep pace with urbanization 

process, governments and citizens have opt to impose unrealistic demands on municipal governments. 

There is a need to adopt developmental urban local governance approach instead of existing municipal 

government approach.  The ‘Developmental urban local governance’ approach forms municipal 

government as only one important actor among actors in urban governance; private enterprises, civil 

society organizations, central government, and international organizations play the same important 

complementary roles.  

 

The working group on urban local governance had discussed the changing paradigm from municipal 

government to municipal governance and the role of multiple actors in four key strategic areas: 1) 

Creating an enabling urban environment for multi-sectored development; 2) Governance and 

management reform of local institutions; 3) Innovative urban finance; and 4) Innovative approaches to 

service provision.  

 

Recommendations  

·  A shift from the local government to local governance.  The difference indicates that local 

governance introduces different stakeholders, e.g. the civil society, media, international 

development agencies, CBO’s, NGO’s, academia, legislature etc. 

o Most CBO’s as NGO’s have not focused much on physical and settlement planning 

o Integrate development plans 

o However changes in local government can only take place within a local government policy. 

 

·  Local governance works in a framework - who determines the framework�  central governments 

do not want to let go their power �  it however requires a radical approach (strong civil 

society) 
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·  What roles should stakeholders play? 

o Rushing for participating budgeting 

o Rushing for transparency 

o Financing, making the citizens more responsible for the cost of the provision of social 

sentences 

 

·  Who should lead local governance (structure)? 

o Local government 

o Rooms for non state actors 

o Change in leadership of local governments 

 

·  Special role of the youth �  the youth should not wait for space to be created for them. 
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Workshop 2: Gender issues 

Dr. Thanh-Dam Truong, Associate Professor of Women, Gender and 
Development, Institute of Social Studies (ISS). 
 
The working group discussed gender-based violence in processes of urbanisation in Africa from a 

variety of perspectives. There was consensus that there is a need to recognize and appreciate diversity 

of experience and avoid the tendency to homogenize 'vulnerable groups'. There is great concern about 

the rising incidence of direct violence against women's bodies (rape and sexual abuse) as well as 

structural inequality manifest in areas that are crucial to livelihood, such as housing, transportation and 

social services. Spatial segregation is a real problem and it can deter harmonious community building. 

The participants in the workshop shared the view that urban planning in Africa is gender-blind. 

Citizens generally do not realise men and women have different needs based on their gender identities, 

and tend to exclude women's needs and interests. Policy to mainstream gender issues in urban 

planning must be sensitive to how gender norms contribute the structuring of urban spaces, how such 

norms interact with social class, ethnicity and age, and how they create social and cultural boundaries. 

 

Recommendations:  

1) Securing livelihood in an urban setting is a priority. Gender differentiated access to housing, 

transportion and social services must be taken into account to ensure safety, minimize risks of violence 

against women, and promote socio-spatial integration. 

2) Gender budgeting must be part of the process of participatory local budgeting. The concept of 

gender budget came from South Africa, and it is now being applied in many countries. It is a 

homegrown concept and its relevance must be recognized. Securing livelihood with a gender 

responsive approach requires budgetary allocation and the political space for women and men to share 

their concerns and resolve differences in order to build harmonious communities. 

3) Gender barriers to women's political participation must be addressed. Women are very active at the 

grassroot level, in activities that affect their everyday life. When it comes to high politics, women's 

participation encounter many problems, ranging from the lack of visibility to the 'masculinization' of 

women leaders when climb up the ladder. 
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Workshop 3: Overcoming youth urban unemployment 

Dr. Olaf Erz, Country Manager, International Institute for Communication 
and Development (IICD). 
 
Prior to industrialisation and urbanisation, most African societies had various forms of social 

structures assisting young people and children, so that they could develop and be brought up as 

responsible and productive members of their communities or ethnic groups. To function effectively in 

one’s community, one needed to be aware of the values, beliefs and roles one had to act as a member 

of a particular group.  

 

The recent developments in education, especially the opportunity for free primary education, have 

resulted in a new scale of problems in schools and the nations as an alarming problem. A lot of 

students attend schools without knowing what they have to do, and leave schools without any idea of 

what type of jobs or careers they should follow. In addition, they have little understanding of 

themselves and their socio-economic and political environment and they tend to be destructive and 

even go into crimes. There is, therefore, a need to help young people and children to understand 

themselves, e.g., their abilities, interests, personalities, values and beliefs, and potentials and this can 

be enhanced through guidance and assistance. Furthermore, appropriate guidance may help young 

people to acquire the skills they need in order to cope with the different circumstances they may 

encounter later on in life, which they use to receive in the past from their families and communities. 

 

While emphasizing the needs of individuals, guidance should be accompanied by information that 

provides youngsters a realistic view of the opportunities available, including trends in the labour 

market and employment structures, the environmental impact of various occupations, and what may be 

expected in terms of remuneration, career advancement and occupational mobility. Guidance in the 

school curriculum should promote technical and vocational education as a viable and attractive choice 

for young people. It should cover a wide range of occupations, including supplementary visits to 

workplaces, and help students be aware of the eventual necessity of choosing an occupation and the 

importance of ensuring that their choices are made as rationally as possible. In helping the youth to 

appreciate their talents and to develop them, guidance serves as a tool to increase the required skills in 

the labour force and subsequently the economic potential of the country.  

 

Discussion: 

The group deliberated extensively on this important and relevant subject to the African nations and 

world. Their discussion centred on two major issues, namely: 

1. Career guidance 

2. Educational opportunity 
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The group observed that: 

a) The curriculum in most educational institutions does not respect the modern nature of 

requirements in the labour market. Consequently, youths are not well prepared for the 

up-coming challenges. 

b) There are institutional barriers for the proper functioning of youths in both educational 

and vocational training. 

c) Lack of requisite experience. 

d) Inability of keen competitions of young graduates with the skilled and experienced 

workers. 

e) Nepotism and corruption. 

 

Recommendations: 

In view of the above and in the light of our discussion, considered suggestions are as follows: 

1. Internships supported by the governments should provide the correct type of mentorship 

2. The government should create a conducive atmosphere to adequately combat the problem of 

unemployment 

3. Private sectors should participate adequately 

4. The career guidance should start in the family as the first urgent socialization. Furthermore, 

this should be tailored towards individuals personal discovery rather than importing an idea of 

merely what to do or study. 

5. There should be overhauling of curriculum. 
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Workshop 4: Applicability peace building to youth in urban setting: ‘Case 
Studies’ 

Mr. Anthony Gatonga, Events Organizer and Logistics Officer, Youth 
Initiative Kenya (YIKE). 
 
An open forum on peace building with youth movements in urban settings giving examples from 

YIKE case studies with youth groups in Nairobi. 

The group divided the subject in four key issues and started to collect ideas on and collect examples 

and case studies about it.  

 

Recommendations  

The first one was how we can address the issue of violence:   

o School systems should give peace building conflict resolution training.  

o Training on agricultural fields. But first the directors should consult youths’ ideas, and design 

trainings that are suitable for them. 

o Sit with the youths and try to know the key conflicts and find out the roots of the problems. 

Brainstorm problems with the young people and speakers. 

o Another point is that the conflict has nothing to do with the religion. Indeed, in every religion 

you can see the extremist; however, why do we use religion as an excuse?  

o Communication between the leaders and youths is vital. 

o Law and governance: The leaders in Kenya do not want the people to express themselves; they 

have the right to express themselves through the peaceful action like demonstrations.  Hence, 

freedom of expression is an important element. 

o Youth and poverty: poverty pushes the youth down but youth can also boost up the economy 

as they have creativity and skills to set up businesses. Peace and hunger can indeed be 

discussed together. 

o Democracy promotion, sense of political participation, sense of belonging.  One should not 

merely focus on economy. 

 

How do we approach this problem?  Should the government or the citizens take up the initial step?  

·  They are inter-related, one should not blame one party for the ultimate results 

·  Peace building, peacemaking, peace keeping. Peace building is a long-term approach while 

peacekeeping is a temporary one; however, being able to put the two elements together is the 

most important. 

·  Hand-in-hand approach.  Building capacity of grass-root organization can educate the 

community on loving skills as supported by the governments.  
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What is the best approach to promote peace building in urban settings?  

Top-down or Bottom-up approach? 

 

Bottom-up approach: 

·  People are already educated that they should not kill, however, they still do.  We should have 

a deeper look into the problem. 

·  Some people do not think of others, they are selfish, they should be taught to live for others, 

and should not be self-focused only. Everyone should be taught to serve, e.g. teaching kids to 

do community services.  When students feel that they are accepted in the community and are 

not discriminated, and that they have the same rights as any other persons they will learn how 

to love one another. 

 

Examples: 

In South Florid, for students to graduate from high schools they are required to do enough hours of 

community services, i.e. the ‘youth involvement’ project. 

 

There is a lack of communication; if we bring both sides of conflict together, students will have a 

better understanding of each other. 

 

Top-down approach: 

·  Both the bottom-down and top-down approaches can indeed be juxtaposed at the same time. 

·  How can the results of youth participations be used as a motivation on peacebuilding? 
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Workshop 5: Public and Private Security Provision in Urban Spaces 

Dr. Joop de Wit, Senior Lecturer in Public Policy and Development 
Management, Institute of Social Studies (ISS). 

 
The working group focused on the actual grass-roots/neighbourhood dynamics at slum level as 
well as in urbanized cities, and translated more general concepts and trends into concrete, 
visible phenomena, and facts that are impacting on the lives of men, but especially those most 
vulnerable, particularly women. 
 

Recommendations 

 

No recommendations, there were not enough students to participate in this workshop. 

 

Workshop 6: The Correlation between Corruption, Impunity and Misuse of 
Resources and Insecurity 

Mr. Victor Were, Finance Officer, Kenya Youth Foundation (KYF). 
 
The working group had discussed mostly about factors influencing corruption in urban settings, the 

effects of corruptions to the country and which solutions to the problems could perhaps lead to a better 

future for Africa. This group used an example of the case study from Kenya.  

 
Recommendations 

Kenya has had a history of corruptions and the country had been chaotic until 2002, when the new 

president began his presidency. Everyone was very optimistic about the future of Kenya, hoping there 

was going to be a positive change in Kenya. However, the enactment of the new policy failed and it 

lead to a great disappointment.  Some participants put forward that the reasons for the failure of the 

government was due to the indifference of the people, nepotism, tribalism, manipulation of tender 

policies and a lot of bureaucracy flaws which led to inevitable corruptions. An example was given: so 

what has Kenya tried to do to reverse the effects of the corruptions because it is affecting an entire 

nation? 

 

There is a need for transparency and accountability in the country and each citizen in the country 

needs to be education with this idea. Therefore, they can monitor the government in a better way. 

After all, what is the core relationship between the above-mentioned problems?  Perhaps, corruption is 

the root cause of most of the bureaucracy problems in Kenya. 

  

Factors influencing corruption: 
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·  The System. E.g. legislation in relation to economic conditions, buy employment despite 

possession of skills to do the job. 

·  Political will 

·  Lack of patriotism 

·  Foreign influence 

·  Poverty greed 

 

Solutions: 

·  Decentralisation of power 

·  Education 

·  Visionary leadership 

·  Empowerment of young people 

·  Diaspora.  The leader that your country needs could be you, YES WE CAN!! 
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Workshop 7: HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases in urban settings 

Mr. Ronald Kiberu, Master of Human Resources Management, student 
Institute of Social Studies (ISS). 
 
Up to two-thirds of African urban dwellers live in informal settlements with inadequate transport, 

water, sanitation, electricity and health services. The capacity of urban areas to generate employment 

and provide social services is failing to keep pace with the rapidly growing urban population. 

People in urban informal settlement have more sex partners and higher levels of sexual experience 

amongst young people than those in other settlement types. 

Prevalence of HIV is twice as high in communities living along the roadsides in comparison to those 

living in villages distant from the main road. 

The vulnerability of people living in urban areas has to do with associative sexual mixing patterns: 

crowded circumstances - more encounter with partners outside usual relationships, breakdown of 

norms and expectations relating to sexual debut and initiation. Also, a higher exposure to predatory 

sexual approaches makes young people vulnerable and unprepared. 

The movement of people plays a fundamental role in the HIV/AIDS epidemic: main groups of people: 

Migrant and mobile workers and displaced persons. Within the movement from the rural to urban 

areas, people perceive prosperity in destination areas (hope but not reality). 

Migrants make use of commercial sex workers due to separation with regular partner which leads to 

vulnerability of female work seekers and those in transit: they arrive without accommodations, jobs, 

food, and hence become temporary sex workers which increases risk to those in rural areas. 

Vulnerability of women to ‘sex for financial gain’ - circumstances where there are no other means of 

emergency financial support. Successful job seekers are less likely to be employed as commercialised 

sex workers.   

 

Recommendations: 

Need to provide enough amenities. For example, taxation can play a role; taxing on the rich can 

perhaps help the poor by subsidizing them.   

Research is the key element.  Research has to move away from looking at HIV/AIDS in terms 

of medico, in terms of analyzing a human body, analyzing sexual behaviour, but analyzing 

structures and how those structures help in spreading the virus. 
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Workshop 8: Role of National / Local Governments in Addressing Urban 

Youth Challenges 

Mr. Juma Assiago, Senior Urban Youth specialist, UN-Habitat, Kenya. 
 
The working group had discussed the crucial role that national and local governments must play in 

meeting these challenges, including the adaptation of government structures, which will foster and 

enable the rights of children and young people to be protected and supported, and the development of 

youth policies and participatory mechanisms. 

 

Recommendations  

�  National governments should be a facilitator of the city councils in terms of funds.  

�  National governments should initially study the existing successful models of youth business 

especially those of informal grassroots initiatives engaged in urban arts as business, in order to 

subsequently play an effective role AS A FACILIFTATOR for local governments to scale up such 

successful youth grassroots initiatives. 

�  National governments should prepare a sound policy framework to promote development in 

all the levels, including local, regional and national governments, and it is applicable to all levels. This 

involves not only a one-size fit all model but one that considers the specific political, administrative 

and legislative situations of each. 

�  National governments should be accountable to put the policy programmes in practice.  

�  National governments should subordinate power to use and allocate the resources to go along 

with the development and implementation of sound policies.  

�  Concerning African youths, the local governments should be aware of the African Youth 

Charter in order to bring a framework to develop an inclusive policy of development. National 

governments should pay attention to the continental perspective given by this instrument. 

�  National governments should enable capacity building to enable the participation of youth, 

creating platforms for the youth to work. 

Recommendations for the Dutch Foreign Ministry 

International Community should promote the south-south cooperation. A lot of grassroots initiatives 

are on their ways to positive achievements in addressing urban youth challenges through south 

cooperation between Latin America and Africa but are not documented or known in formal 

cooperation. 

As a follow-up, UNOY Peacebuilders should put efforts in facilitating the connection of all the 

stakeholders through social networking, in accordance to the suggested recommendations.  One way to 
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achieve this is through the UN habitat supported Baobab facilitated International Youth led urban 

development platform on International Social networking: www.baobabconnections.org – Please visit! 
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EVALUATION OF THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE ASC PROPOSED 

OBJECTIVES  

Every year while organizing the African Students Conference, UNOY Peacebuilders sets goals they 

want to reach during the conference. This year’s goal was to raise awareness, increase understanding 

and sensitize African Students enrolled in Institutes of higher education in the Netherlands, African 

Diaspora youth and Dutch students about the need to interlink the rapid urbanisation process which is 

occurring in Africa and human security, specifically its relation to issues of peace-building, 

sustainable development, youth crime.  

To reach this goal UNOY Peacebuilders has set seven objectives which were expected to be reached 

during the African Students Conference.  

 

1. The first objective of the conference was to inform, sensitise, involve, and expand participants’ 

interest for issues related to peace-building in Africa from multi-disciplinary approaches, encouraging 

them to make creative criticisms and valuable suggestions and showing them ways to include youth in 

these issues. As the conference had many different speakers and facilitators, participants were given 

information on the topic from different views and experiences. Among the speakers and facilitators 

there were professors, but also people who work in the field for youth organizations in Africa To have 

these two people at the conference made it more attractive for the participants. As the majority of the 

participants were African students temporarily studying in The Netherlands, they felt these African 

speakers  have a better knowledge and understanding of the issues of urbanisation and urban youth 

problems faced in Africa. Furthermore the high number of  professors-speakers provided a very good 

theoretical focus and a strong academic background to the conference, insisting on critical aspects of 

dealing with the problem of urbanisation faced in Africa.  

For the second part of this objective, related to the issue of exploring the strengths and difficulties of 

youth involvement in urbanisation issues, the conference tried to present youth as community actors 

essential in bottom up processes, highlighting their role in linking security and development in Africa, 

particularly providing an African perspective. As mentioned before there were two African youth 

organisations present at the conference who work in the field in Africa, namely Kenya Youth 

Foundation (KYF) and Youth Initiatives Kenya (YIKE), represented in this event by young and active 

civil society leaders. By having them telling their stories and sharing their experiences concerning 

urbanisation and human security issues the participants had the possibility to learn from them the kind 

of difficulties youth working in civil society organisations can encounter in their work and the 

importance for youth to be involved in changing and creating a better Africa. Furthermore, most of the 

workshops and the key note speeches were linked by the speakers to the youth dimension of the issue 

analysed, being this dimension the main focus of UNOY Peacebuilders’activities.  
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��� The second objective was to publicise and raise the attention of major national and 

international actors on the topic of the conference and specifically on the youth perspectives 

emerging from the students attending it through the dissemination of the report. Participants were able 

to discuss with a large and diverse number of speakers and facilitators issues they wanted to explore 

more in depth on the subject Urbanisation and Human Security. Furthermore, the programme schedule 

reserved some time, after the key-note speeches, for the participants to ask questions to the speakers 

and give their comments. Also, during the afternoon workshops participants had around two hours 

time to ask questions and discuss with each other on the specific sub-topics of the working group they 

were attending and elaborating, together with the facilitators, final recommendations from their 

perspective as young people. It’s interesting to mention the example of the workshop facilitated by 

Mr. Juma Assiago regarding the role of government in addressing youth challenges. His working 

group elaborated clear and specific recommendations direceted to specific actors that have been 

included and mentioned in our ASC report and that the participants of the workshop itself will try to 

promote as well. For example as a recommendation to the National Governments, the group suggested 

to prepare a sound policy framework to promote development in all the levels, including local, 

regional and national governments,  involving not a one size fit all model but one that considers the 

specific political, administrative and legislative situations of each.. As for the Dutch Foreign Ministry 

the recommendation given, that will be promoted, was that the International Community should 

promote the south-south cooperation based on the example coming from a lot of grassroots initiatives 

that are making positive achievements in addressing urban youth challenges through south - south 

cooperation between Latin America and Africa. As a follow-up, it was proposed to create South-South 

social networks like the International Youth led urban development platform on International Social 

networking created by UN-Habitat. 

Finally, as to the dissemination of the report and these recommendations, the results will be distributed 

to conflict research institutes, governments and other political and non-political organisations in The 

Netherlands and in the countries our network is based in. It will also be available on our website and 

advertised in our newsletter and e-groups, reaching around 4000 youth al over the world 

 

3. 4.  The third and fourth objectives were to offer a forum where African students, African diaspora 

youth and Dutch students can meet, discuss, and exchange ideas, and to expand their network. The 

African Students Conference made it possible for the first two groups to come together and meet, 

discuss, and exchange ideas; however, we found that despite we worked intensively on the outreach 

for the African diaspora organisations before the conference, very few youth from this group attended 

the event. We have encountered that it is difficult to have the African Diaspora youth interested in 

these kinds of topics that are too much related to the African continent but that they don’t see as linked 
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to their daily life here in The Netherlands. For the next edition of the conference we will try to work 

more on involving African diaspora organisations in the process, trying to create a trilateral 

partnership  

 

5. The fifth objective was to collect and distribute materials and background information about the 

topic of Urbanisation and Human Security. During the conference the participants were given a 

programme book containing additional background information on the subject and a rich list of 

resources and readings that they could explore in order to learn more on the topic. Furthermore, during 

the conference itself CDs and informative booklets were made available. To mention an example, an 

informative CD on the International Youth Crime Prevention & Cities Summit (a regional forum held 

since June 2002 in the development of regional strategies on urban youth crime and violence in Africa 

and Latin-America) was distributed by the UN-Habitat representative during the conference. 

 

6. The sixth objective was to make it possible for the African students to gain experience and do 

voluntary work with regards to organising a conference, which involves many practical skills. Since 

the first edition of the ASC, UNOY Peacebuilders works together with TAC, The African Students 

Committee, to organise the Conference. Many of the African youth from TAC were involved not only 

as organising and planning partners but also as volunteers before and during the conference . The 

conference therefore, since 10 years it’s an opportunity for African Student and Afriacan diaspora 

students (like in the case of the ASC coordinator from UNOY) to gain experience and practical skills 

and also do voluntary work. With regard to this sixth objective we can state that this objective has 

been fully reached. 

 

7. The seventh and last objective of the conference is to offer participants the opportunity to 

become acquainted with the work of The African Committee (TAC) and the United 

Network of Young Peacebuilders (UNOY Peacebuilders). Participants at the conference 

could read in the programme book a one-page summary of both organisations, information 

about their contact details and websites and also most of them were signed up in the African 

Student Conference e-group, where they can exchange information and opinion on the 

conference and its topic, but also keep in touch with the UNOY staff. . Furthermore members 

of both organisations were present at the conference; participants could direct their questions 

about both organisations to these members and had the possibility to network with them 

during the coffee breaks, the lunch, the formal reception and the African social evening.  
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EVALUATION SOCIAL EVENING 

 

The African Students Conference: Building Peace in 

Africa, Urbanization and Human Security celebrated its 

10th annual conference. As a result of this, UNOY 

Peacebuilders and TAC decided to organize a social 

evening, which was comprised with traditional African 

ASC 2008 final reportCC MRE high resolution version 

1dance, authentic African food and African music.    

The social evening took place in the Dorus Common 

Room, which can be found in the student flat of the ISS.  

The evening started at 20:00 with a very diverse choice 

of African food, from African countries; to name, but a 

few: Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 

While everyone was dining, drinking and networking, 

the DJ continued to play more traditional and modern 

African music. 

After the delectable dinner, participants all made room for some traditional African dance. The first 

dance performer was Daines, from Tanzania. The dancer performed a traditional Tanzanian dance, 

followed by a performance by a group of African students. After the performances the evening 

continued, with everyone showing off their dancing skills on the dance floor.   
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ANNEXES 

Annex I:  

Evaluation 

 

With a total of 227 registered participants (some did not attend), only 46 evaluation forms were 

returned and rated the conference on 10 key elements (table three). The overall trend of the responses 

indicates general high degree of satisfaction considering at least two elements of the conference, with 

the highest ratings indicating good or excellent.  

 

Table One - general rating outlook. 

Theme

Presentations

Workshops

Organization

Quality of people

Creating
awareness,inspiration,innovating
Meeting people/ echanging ideas

Discussions with Africans themselves

Networking

Knowledge on Urbanization and Human
Security

 
The best parts of the ASC 2008 were…. 

o The multicultural gathering of the event; there were not only Africans taking part but also a lot 

of people from different countries. 

o The lectures and discussions of the workshop groups. 

o Sharing knowledge and experiences together.  

o Focusing on real effects concerning Africa. 
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Table Two: 
Respondents learnt…. 

more on gender issues

more about peacebuilding and
security

the importance of education

recognised that they have to play
a bigger role concerning issues
in Africa

the need for good leadership in
Africa

 
Table Three: 
Activity Ratings 

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Lectures

Working group

Questions & Answers

Time and Chairin
g

Presentation W
S

Overall O
rganization

Inform
ation & communication

Documents and Materia
ls

Caterin
g

Venue

Ecellent

Good

Satisfactory

Unsatisfactory

 
 

Things that respondents would like to change in Africa, or in their everyday life, are… 

o The perception of the people around them so that they know that they have an obligation to 

create and maintain peace. 

o Attitude towards youth peace-builders. 

o Approaches and understanding of peace efforts in Africa and the developing world. 

o The governmental institutions in Africa and dictatorship that threatens human security. 

o Whatever they can, a step at the time to see a better Africa. 
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Improving and suggestions for organising the conference are: 

o Less speeches and more time for people to ask questions and express their thoughts. 

o The conference starts too early for some participants travelling from distant places in the 

Netherlands. 

 
Pre-conference knowledge on Urbanization and Human Security…. 

 

Some of the respondents stated that they knew much on the topic due to their studies or because of 

their personal experiences. However there were some respondents who only had general knowledge on 

the topic or searched for basic introductory information on the internet before the conference.  

 

Knowledge on Urbanization and Human Security after the Conference…. 

 

The majority of the respondents stated that they had general or not sufficient knowledge on the topic, 

and after attending the conference they have a more in-depth understanding of the issues concerning 

urbanization and human security. However there were some respondents who mentioned that they did 

not learn much but have met like-minded youngsters at the conference with whom they can continue 

to dialogue with after the conference. 

 
Additional comments…. 

Pessimist remarks: “Governments should get our messages so they can support the implantations. 

But how can we send the messages?” 

Remarks about things to be improved: “There should be more time given for interactive sessions 

e.g. the Question and Answer sessions, discussions”. 

Remarks about speeches and presentations: “Good speeches. Workshops should be longer, at least 

a full day would have helped in having an intensive discussion”. 

Remarks about conference mix: “It was an educational forum and the conference should be 

organised if possible more than once a year and also be organised in African countries”. 

Positive remark: “Nice initiative and a good way to bring people together”.



Annex II 

Biographies of speakers and facilitators 
 

(ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 

 

Juma ASSIAGO  
Juma Assiago is an urban safety and youth expert at UN HABITAT. He is 

tasked with assisting governments and city stakeholders to build capacities 

at the city level to adequately address urban insecurity and to contribute to 

the establishment of a culture of prevention in developing countries.  He 

has served in various UN inter-agency coordinating processes and 

technically supported various international youth crime prevention and governance processes. 

He is currently involved in the strategic planning process of the Safer Cities Programme 

which is defining the key role of the police in urban development.  

 

Nicholas AWORTWI 
Nicholas Awortwi is a Senior Lecturer in Development Management at the 

Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, Netherlands. He is also a visiting 

lecturer at F.H.R Lim A Po Master of Public Administration & Governance, 

Paramaribo in Suriname and Nsamizi Training Institute of Social 

Development, Uganda. His teaching and research areas are in public sector reform, 

governance and the private sector, governance of basic services provision, decentralization 

and local governance, and municipal governance and management. 

 

Isa BAUD 
Isa Baud is professor of International Development Studies at the 

Department of Geography, Planning and International Development Studies 

of the University of Amsterdam. She has written widely on livelihoods and 

new arrangements in urban governance, focusing mainly on South Asia. A 

new book is appearing with Sage at the end of the year, dealing with issues of 

decentralization, new local arrangements for citizen participation in local urban management. 

She is particularly interested in the extent to which such arrangements promote new forms of 

citizenship for marginalized groups, and decrease segregation between groups of citizens.  
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Olaf ERZ 
Olaf Erz has worked as private sector development- and rural energy 

consultant in Ethiopia and Indonesia. As Chief Technical Advisor he joined 

the Uganda Industrial Research Institute, focusing on institutional 

development, project/programme management and private sector 

development, including product development for career guidance activities. He continued his 

career with the IICD as Country Manager for Ghana and Zambia, as the programme and 

project advisor for non– and governmental agencies in development and deployment of ICT 

in the education-, livelihoods- and health sectors.    

 

Anthony GATONGA MUGO 
Anthony Gatonga Mugo works for Youth initiatives-Kenya (YIKE), a non 

Governmental organization supporting youth residing in slums. He was born 

and raised in the Korogocho slum, one of the largest and poorest slums in 

Nairobi. Anthony holds a Diploma in Community Development, a certificate 

in Peace building and conflict management, in addition to another certificate in Human 

Resource Management. He furthermore played a significant role in facilitating peace building 

activities among the youth in the slums that were worst hit by the recent violence in Kenya.  

 

Ronald KIBERU 
Ronald Kiberu is a HR practitioner and Social worker with significant 

experience of working in both the private and public sectors. He has a 

history in developing and implementing public sector policies/plans, HR 

policies and practices, and guidelines for organizations. At the moment he is studying at the 

Institute of Social Studies, where he is completing a Masters in Development Studies, Public 

Policy and Development Management 

 

Charlotte LEMANSKI 
Charlotte Lemanski is a lecturer at University College London. She has 

previously worked at the University of Cape Town and the University of 

Oxford. Her research expertise is urban South Africa, where she has 

undertaken extensive research on issues related to human security in the post-

apartheid city. She has undertaken qualitative research in diverse residential areas - from 

gated communities to middle-class suburbs, state-subsidised low-income housing areas and 

informal settlements – primarily focused on issues of fear and security: physical, social, 
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financial, lifestyle and perceptional. Her work has appeared in a range of urban/geographical 

journals. 

 

Thanh-Dam TRUONG 
Thanh-Dam Truong is Associate Professor in Women, Gender and 

Development Studies at the ISS. She was one of the first scholars to have 

provided an academic analysis of the problem of sex tourism. Prior to her 

present appointment she did work on women in the informal sector and 

changing livelihoods at the UNDP. Her interests in gender, culture and social justice have 

brought her to new areas of research on the gendered dimensions of global/local interactions 

and the challenges these pose to the field of human development / security. She was the editor 

for the Zed Books publication: “Engendering Human Security: Feminist Perspectives”.   

 

Joop de WIT 
Joop de Wit is an anthropologist teaching at the ISS. Before joining the ISS 

in 2000, he taught at the Institute of Housing and Urban Development 

Studies in Rotterdam and worked with the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs as programme advisor for an urban poverty project in Bangalore. His 

publications include a book, articles and chapters on urban poverty alleviation, (local) 

governance and decentralization, and community dynamics, as well as a co-edited volume to 

be published in 2008 by Sage ‘New Forms of Governance in Urban India: Shifts, Models, 

Networks and Contestations (with Isa Baud).  
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Annex III 
List of participants 
 

  Surname Firstname Country Gender University 

1 Abdel Gabar Isra Sudan Female Leiden Universiteit 

2 Abiy Kassaye Rediet     TAC 

3 Ablordy Emmanuel     ISS 

4 Abokede- Kolade Funmi Nigeria Female ISS 

5 Abreha Aster Haile Ethiopia Female University of Twente 

6 Absiye Idil Ibrahim Somalia Female University of Amsterdam 

7 Abukar Ayaan   Female 
Free University of 
Amsterdam 

8 Acio Florence F.O. Uganda Female Utrecht University 

9 Adebiyi Olugbenga John Nigeria Male ISS 

10 Adefioye 
Adedayo 
Babatope Nigeria Male PTC + 

11 Adjanya Isaac Ghana Male PTC + 

12 Adjei Eric Ghana Male ITC International 
13 Afuh Walters Atengar Cameroon Male Fontys University 

14 Ajani Ezekiel O.   Male 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

15 Akinsika 
Olukayode 
Olukolade Nigeria Male 

Saxion University of 
Applied Sciences 

16 Akozbek Selma   Female Stichting Meander 
17 Alemu Kassa Teshager Ethiopia Male ISS 

18 Allen 
Michelle 
Elizabeth USA Female University of Amsterdam 

19 Almeida Michaela Cape Verde/NL Female Haagse Hogeschool/UNOY 

20 Aloba Adunola  Nigeria Female PTC + 

21 Amaechi Ifeanyi David Nigeria Male ITC International 

22 Amapdu Richard Ghana Male ISS 

23 Ambassador T.N     ISS 

24 Aneka  
Moses Agbenyo 
Elorm Ghana Male Dronten University 

25 Anim Addo Asuako Ghana Male PTC + 

26 Ankomah James Kweku Ghana Male PTC + 

27 Antwi- Agyei Eric Kumi Ghana Male University of Twente 

28 Arap Biwott Peter Kibet Kenya Male ISS 

29 Aryal Archana Nepal Female ISS 

30 Asiimwe Brenda  Uganda Female ISS 

31 Assiago Juma Kenya Male UN - Habitat 

32 Avatim 
Wekem 
Raymond Ghana Male ISS 

33 Awortwe-Abban Jerome Rudolf Ghana Male ISS 
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34 Awortwi Nicholas   Male ISS 

35 Ayana 
Amensisa 
Birassa Ethiopia Male Hogeschool Utrecht 

36 Bahadur Khatri Dil     ISS 

37 Bakker Jan Koert Kenya Male 
Rijks Universiteit 
Groningen 

38 Balcha Gebremariam Eyob     ISS 

39 Bamidele 
Olatunji 
Waheed Nigeria Male Unesco - IHE  

40 Banfro Samuel Tettey Ghana Male ITC International 
41 Batamuliza Specioza Rwanda Female Utrecht University 
42 Baud Isa Netherlands Female University of Amsterdam 
43 Bayisenge Fortunee Rwanda Female ISS 
44 Bedijo James Okumu Uganda Male ISS 
45 Beenker  Sjors Netherlands Male Wageningen University 
46 Bela Bebang Primus Cameroon Male ITC International 
47 Berhe Hrity Aregawi Ethiopia Female ISS 
48 Beyene Tsega Aregawi Ethiopia Female Wageningen University 
49 Biddle Noah USA Male Youth Service Initiative 
50 Bilshakka Steve Fitka Nigeria Male ITC International 
51 Bodha Vincent Eric Suriname Male Hogeschool Amsterdam 
52 Bos Maartje Netherlands Female Inholland Haarlem 
53 Carello Paula Irene Argentina Female College of Europe 

54 Catera Romina Argentina Female 
Global Human Rights 
Defense 

55 Chabulembwa Kelvin Zambia Male 
Erasmus University 
Rotterdam 

56 Cheng Kai-Fang     ISS 
57 Chikoti Melody Zambia Female Hogeschool Utrecht 
58 Chipumbo M     ISS 
59 Chivandire Greaterman Zimbabwe Male ISS 
60 Conte Cristiana Italy Female UNOY Peacebuilders 

61 Cooper 
Meghan 
Michelle Canada Female ISS 

62 Correira Rodriguez Ana Luis     ISS 

63 Dahiru Rufai Ahmed Nigeria Male 
SaXion University of 
Applied Sciences 

64 Dankwah 
Seth Afum 
Agyei Ghana Male PTC + 

65 Davison Katherine USA Female UNOY Peacebuilders 

66 de Beus Jossje Netherlands Female 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

67 de la Rive Bo Louk   Male ISS 
68 de Nobrega Chantelle South- Africa Female ISS 
69 de Vries Christel Netherlands Female Oxfam Novib 
70 de Wit Joop   Male ISS 
71 Demewez Tiblets Zeray Ethiopia Female University Twente 
72 Desta Frehiwot Tesfay   Female Wageningen University 
73 Diaba Emmanuel Kofi Ghana Male Utrecht University 

74 Dimbisso 
Tadesse 
Shiferaw  Ethiopia Male ISS 

75 Dube Abisha Zimbabwe Male Fontys University 

76 Dube Nonhlanhla Zimbabwe Female 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

77 Duda Jan Czech Republic Male 
Rijks Universiteit 
Groningen 

78 Efuba Kede Gwladys Cameroon Female Hogeschool Zeeland 
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79 Ekuere Eno Ufot Nigeria Male ISS 
80 Elisa Emilia H. Indonesia Female Leiden Universiteit 

81 Enechi Okechukwu   Male 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

82 Enyam Augustine Kofi Ghana Male Arnhem University 
83 Erz Olaf   Male ICCD 
84 Ettema Menno Netherlands Male UNOY Peacebuilders 

85 Faku 
Ntombekhaya 
Antonette South- Africa Female Wageningen University 

86 Farah Suad Somalia Female Hogeschool Utrecht 

87 Fawole 
Solomon 
Ibitayo Nigeria Male Federal Polytechnic Ede 

88 Firjubin Nikolai Russia Male UNOY Peacebuilders 
89 Gabritchidze Simon Georgia Male ISS 
90 Gatonga Anthony Kenya Male YIKE 
91 Gezahegn Gebresenbet Melat      TAC 
92 Gilbert Eef Belgium Female Leiden Universiteit 
93 Gruijters Mirre Netherlands Female Wageningen university 
94 Gumbie Tawanda Zimbabwe Male Fontys University 

95 Gyebi Wansema Nana Ghana Male 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

96 Gyesu Eric Ghana Male   

97 Hagos 
Ambesagir 
Semere Eritrea Male Universiteit Twente 

98 Halmdienst Marietta Austria Female Youth Service Initiative 

99 Hamdu 
Maulid 
Yussuph Tanzania Male Dronten University 

100 Hassen Nadia Zimbabwe Female 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

101 Hazarika Pranati Gogoi India Female ISS 
102 Hlongwane Khangelani Zimbabwe Male Fontys University 
103 Hoeffnagel Carlijn Netherlands Female Wageningen University 
104 Hotorwovi Evans Kudzo   Male PTC + 
105 Huggins Wahida Melissa   Female Huron University London 
106 Hummel Harry   Male  Amnesty International 
107 Ibishomi Idowu Motolani Nigeria Male University of Groningen 

108 Imhangbe Augustine  Nigeria Male 
Erasmus University 
Rotterdam 

109 Jam Mandy Netherlands Female Leiden Universiteit 
110 Jenks Jessica USA Female ISS 

111 Jonah 
Joseph 
Emmanuel Ghana Male 

Maastricht School of 
Management 

112 Jopson 
Teresa Lorena 
A. Philippines Female ISS 

113 Kabete 
Conchesta 
Nestory Tanzania Female ISS 

114 Kakuba Godwin Uganda Male 
Eindhoven University of 
Technology 

115 Kamara Abdul Sorie  Sierra Leone Male Tilburg University 
116 Kanyangira John Rwanda Male ITC International 
117 Kariuki Lucy Kenya Female University of Twente 
118 Katema Washington     TAC 
119 Kathurima Yvette Kenya Female ISS 
120 Kefle Tesfay Emha Eritrea Male ITC International 
121 Kensmil Furaha Milele Surinam Female Erasmus University 
122 Kessi Faki Ame Tanzania Male Dronten University 
123 Kiar Abdu Hania     ISS 
124 Kiberu Ronald Uganda Male ISS 
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125 Kielty  John Canada Male ISS 

126 Kimani Isaac Muraya Kenya Male 
SaXion University of 
Applied Sciences 

127 Kinuthia Kweri Gerald      TAC 

128 Kiplagat 
Carolyne 
Jepchirchir Kenya Female Hogeschool Utrecht 

129 Komunda Annet Uganda Female University of Twente 
130 Koros Wesley Kenya Male ITC International 
131 Kunowah- Kiellow Mohamed  Sierra Leone Male Universiteit van Utrecht 
132 Kwabe Lami Nyagai Nigeria Female PTC + 
133 Lai Angie Hong Kong Female UNOY Peacebuilders 
134 Lekoko Othusitse Botswana Male ITC International 
135 Lemanski Charlotte UK Female   

136 Lesa 
Petronella 
Mwewa Zambia Female ISS 

137 Liu Kam Sau 
Hong Kong, 
China Female Utrecht University 

138 Livingstone Bobby Weetol Liberia Male ISS 
139 Looije Dorieke Netherlands Female Euro's voor vrede 
140 Lorentzen Victor Norway Male Youth Service Initiative 

141 Lueong 
Manambowoh 
Glory Cameroon Female ISS 

142 Lugoe Rachel Obadia Tanzania Female The Hague University 
143 MacNally-Boateng John Ghana Male Asempa Television 
144 Mahamah Rhoda  Ghana Female Wageningen University 
145 Mahmoud Amina Tanzania Female Dronten University 

146 Makova 
Ogylive 
Tatendaishe Zimbabwe Male University of Maastricht 

147 Manyakaidze David Zimbabwe Male   
148 Maregeli Cliff Nyangasi Tanzania Male TU Delft 
149 Matema Sambulo   Male Fontys University 

150 Mavuma 
Hentchel 
Winterhold Zimbabwe Male University Maastricht 

151 Minde 
Magdalena 
Marcel Tanzania Female Dronten University 

152 Moono 
Mwendalubi 
Namwita Zambia Female ISS 

153 Msilu Deo Damian Tanzania Male ITC International 
154 Msonda Daniel Malawi Male ISS 

155 Msuya 
Athuman 
Jumanne Tanzania Male ITC International 

156 Mugabi 
Rachael 
Ddungu Uganda Female ISS 

157 Mugwiji Whitlaw   Male Maastricht University 

158 Mukira 
Margaret 
Muthoni Kenya Female PTC + 

159 Muliru Jamin     TAC 
160 Munatsi Prosper Zimbabwe Male Fontys University 
161 Mungai Mercy Kenya Female ISS 
162 Mung'oo John Kenya Male Van Hall Larenstein 
163 Munsanje Ernest Zambia Male ITC International 
164 Mutepa Faith Zimbabwe Female University Maastricht 
165 Mwakila William     TAC 
166 Mwangi Martin N Kenya Male Wageningen University 
167 Mweni Rose Rehema Kenya Female Van Hall Larenstein 
168 Mwenifumbo Lusayo John Malawi Male Dronten University 
169 Nankya Evelyn Dorothy Uganda Female University of Twente 
170 Ndija Japhet Kanizius Tanzania Male University of Twente 
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171 Newaito Mkisi     ISS 
172 Ngendahayo Kalinka Burundi & Mali Female Huron University London 
173 Nihuka Kassimu A. Tanzania Male University of Twente 
174 Njeri Thuo Ruth Kenya Female Hogeschool Utrecht 

175 Njeru 
Elizabeth 
Wanja Kenya Female Utrecht University 

176 Ntim Frank  Ghana Male Dronten University 
177 Nuer Alexander T.K. Ghana Female Wagingen University 
178 Nwokor Franca Nigeria Female PTC + 
179 Nyaruhuma Adam Patrick Tanzania Male ITC International 
180 Nzogi Kainza Agnes      TAC 
181 Obure Jerim   Male University of Amsterdam 
182 Ocitti Agnes Gillian Uganda Female Utrecht University 

183 Odufuwa Bashir Olufemi Nigeria Male 
Erasmus University 
Rotterdam 

184 Ogunseye Bolutife Sunday Nigeria Male IMTA 
185 Ojetunde Fatima Olanike Nigeria Female ISS 

186 Okpala 
Chiugo 
Josephat Nigeria Male 

Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

187 Olorunnisola Titus Seun Nigeria Male 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 

188 Oriri Agnes Atieno Kenya Female Van Hall Larenstein 

189 Orman 
Donna Joanne 
Karolien Aruba Female Leiden Universiteit 

190 Osarenkhoe 
Efosa 
Ovbokhan Nigeria Male 

SaXion University of 
Applied Sciences 

191 Owoeye 
Oladele 
Johnson Nigeria Male 

Maastricht School of 
Management 

192 Owusu Afriyie Kwaku Ghana Male University of Amsterdam 
193 Passah Samuel Seth Ghana Male IHS Erasmus University 

194 Pexton Lindsey 
United 
Kingdom Female 

Wageningen University / 
VU Amsterdam 

195 Roldan Bernice Philippines Female ISS 

196 Rukundo 
Allen 
Owembabazi Uganda Female Utrecht University 

197 Sajjabi Godfrey Uganda Male Dronten University 
198 Schmeidler Lacey Ann     ISS 

199 Schmid 
Roy Santo 
Wangja Austria Male Youth Service Initiative 

200 Seidu 
Samiatu 
Bogobiri Ghana Female 

Erasmus University 
Rotterdam 

201 Sergio Huo Salatiel Mozambique Male Van Hall Larenstein 
202 Shaw Alex Ritoku England Male Youth Service Initiative 
203 Sijang- Lumbo       ISS 
204 Sisay Mohamed  Sierra Leone Male ITC International 

205 Solademi- Taiwo 
Enitan 
Oluwatoyin Nigeria Female 

Maastricht School of 
Management 

206 Solheim Lillian Norway Female UNOY Peacebuilders 

207 Stefansky Carrie USA Female International Criminal Court 

208 Suubi Godfrey Uganda Male Van Hall Larenstein 

209 Suzuki Eri     ISS 

210 Tessema 
Luchia 
Teklemicael Eritrea Female ISS 

211 Tetteh Abigail Ayengo Ghana Female ISS 

212 Tirfea 
Firehiowt 
Tefera Ethiopia Female ISS 
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213 Tosi Alessia Italy Female UNOY Peacebuilders 

214 Troung Thanh-Dam   Female ISS 

215 Tumusiime Mugisha Linda Lillian Uganda Female ISS 

216 Umuhoza Naomi Rwanda Female Utrecht University 

217 van de Pol Yehudi Netherlands Male Baobabconnections 

218 van Ingen Michiel Netherlands Male UNOY Peacebuilders 

219 van Veen Karin Netherlands Female Cordaid 

220 Visser Wout   Male UNOY Peacebuilders 

221 Wakayama Kazuha Germany Female Youth Service Initiative 

222 Wakuma Feyissa Taye Ethiopia Male 
SaXion University of 
Applied Sciences 

223 Wambui Olive Margaret Kenya Female Inholland Rotterdam 
224 Wang Ellen Yi Jen Taiwan Female ISS 

225 Were Victor   Male KYF 

226 Wuni Moses Tia   Male ISS 

227 Yetemegn 
Selamawit 
Zewdu Ethiopia Female Saxion University 
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Annex IV 

About the Organizers 
TAC - The African Committee 
TAC is an organisation for all African Students in 

Tertiary Institutions in the Netherlands. The 

Secretariat is located at the Institute of Social Studies 

(ISS), The Hague. The highest body of TAC is the 

Executive Committee, which comprises of a President, a Vice-President, a General-Secretary 

and a Treasurer. There are ex-officio members who are representative students from each 

institution where there are TAC members.  

TAC advocates for peace and development in Africa and facilitates network among African 

students in the Netherlands, with the aim of fostering knowledge for lasting socio-economic 

development. 

 

TAC’s Main Objectives: 

·  Facilitate intellectual dialogue.  

·  Formulate possible strategies for development in Africa. 

·  Promote lasting networks among African intellectuals. 

·  Enlist the interest and contribution to Africa’s development by development 

agencies.  

·  Provide information on educational and job opportunities worldwide. 

 

TAC’s Main Activities: 

·  Publish articles with a development agenda. 

·  Organise seminars with a development agenda for Africa. 

·  Convene the African Students’ Conference. 

·  Commemorate important anniversaries and events taking place in Africa. 

·  Organise social functions (including parties and video shows). 

The African Committee 

Institute of Social Studies 

Kortenaerkade 12 

2518 AX The Hague 

The Netherlands 

Email: africanstudents@iss.nl 
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The United Network of Young Peacebuilders 
 

The United Network of Young Peacebuilders (UNOY Peacebuilders) is a 

global network of young people and youth organisations active in the 

field of peacebuilding and conflict transformation. Its mission is to link 

young people’s initiatives for peace in a global network of young 

peacebuilders, to help enhance their capacities and to increase the 

effectiveness of their actions. UNOY Peacebuilders’ vision is youth committed to building a 

world in which peace, justice; solidarity, human dignity and respect for nature prevail.  

 

Main Activities: 

- Capacity Building 

·  Enhancing the ability of youth and youth organizations to engage in peacebuilding 

efforts on local, regional and/or global level. 

·  Promoting and sharing of knowledge and experiences within the UNOY network and 

members. 

- Advocacy and Campaigning 

·  Promoting partnerships of young people with decision-taking and policy-making                

agents.  

·  Campaigning for a Culture of Peace and promoting the UN International Decade for a 

Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World, 2001-2010. 

 

Supporting activities: 

- Networking. 

- Sharing of information. 

- Providing advice and support from our pool of resource persons.  

 

UNOY Peacebuilders 

United Network of Young Peacebuilders 

Laan van Meerdervoort 70 

2517 AN The Hague 

The Netherlands 

Tel: +31.70.364 7799 

Fax: +31.70.362 2633 

Website: www.unoy.org 

�
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Annex V 

Summary: African Students Conference 2007 
“Building Peace in Africa; post –conflict reconciliation and reconstruction” 

 
On the 3rd of November 2007, the Institute of Social Studies in The Hague hosted the ninth 

African Students Conference. Last year’s conference focused on the topic of ‘post-conflict 

reconstruction and reconciliation’ in Africa, and was attended by over 260 individuals. Oxfam 

Novib, the Municipality of The Hague, the Prince Claus Fund, Stichting Woudschoten and the 

Institute of Social Studies sponsored the event. 

 

Since the first gathering took place in 1999, the African Students Conference has become a 

well-known and inspiring event where students, representing future leaders and activists from 

across the African Continent, come together to share ideas and to discuss solutions to current 

problems in Africa. Last year’s conference was addressed by internationally recognised 

speakers from Africa, diaspora and the international community, who provided the 

participants with insights, knowledge and experience of peace-building and the essential 

impact of post-conflict reconciliation and reconstruction.  

  

Among the speakers were:  

 

- Prof. Mohamed Salih, Professor of Politics of Development, Institute of Social 

Studies, The Hague  

- Ms. Dorothy Ndung’u, Coordinator Nairobi Peace Initiative. 

- Mr. Teddy Foday Musa, West Africa Peace Movement.  

- Mr. Sahro Ahmed, Cordaid Netherlands. 

- Mr. Phakiso Mochochoko, Senior Advisor at the International Criminal Court.  

 

The guest and youth panelists engaged in enriching and positive dialogue with each other and 

with the keynote speakers throughout the day, especially during the nine workshops held in 

the afternoon. The conference was considered a great success by the speakers, working group 

facilitators and participants alike. Each year numerous new insights and relationships are 

formed among the guests coming from numerous many different regions of Africa and The 

Netherlands. TAC and the UNOY Peacebuilders therefore consider the possibility of Dutch 

and African Diaspora students meeting and discussing peace-related issues for the African 

continent of paramount importance. 
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